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FALL 
SEMESTER 
begins September 9 


Get your application 
in early! 


CHOOSE FROM EIGHT 
BASIC COURSES: 


General Bible 

Christian Education 
Christian Education—Music 
Jewish Missions 

Missionary 

Missionary Technical 
Pastors Course 

Sacred Music 


Whatever your choice of vocation, 
you'll be able to serve Christ better 
after you've been 
TRAINED FOR THE JOB OF CHRISTIAN LIVING at 





Prepare for the Work of God 
by Studying the Word of God at 
Moody Bible Institute! 


At MBI you'll enjoy true fellowship with a large 

faculty, who devote all of their time to the task of 
training young people for Christian service. As a member 
of a remarkable Christian community, you'll feel that 
your individual progress and spiritual growth is a matter 
of concern to every employee in the Institute family. 
You'll find a thousand other young people in the student 
body from churches all over America. 


Moody’s tuition-free courses provide an excellent 
knowledge of the entire Bible. They’re planned to ground 
you firmly in the fundamental doctrines of the Christian 
faith, and—because MBI stresses “‘doing”’ as well as 
“hearing’”’ the Word—to give you the best possible 
experience in personal soul-winning and practical 
Christian work. Students use the vast Chicago area with 
its many churches and institutions as a clinical 
laboratory to obtain valuable experience. 


write tropay for picture book and free catalog. 


Address Office of Admissions, Room ET232. 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL...EVANGELISTIC 


Miloody Bible Institute 


820 North LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, present * Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, pean 


ACCREDITED IN COLLEGIATE DIVISION BY ACCREDITING ASSOCIATION OF BIBLE INSTITUTES AND BIBLE COLLEGES 











Our Cruise Ship—The S. S. Aleutian It’s Great Fun Traveling Together 


Mt. Rainier—Washington 


CAN YOU TRAVEL WITH US TO ALASKA IN AUGUST? 


pi ARE INVITED with other readers of ETERNITY to join a congenial 
“traveling house party” for a three weeks vacation in August. Here 
indeed is the trip of a lifetime to enjoy the privileges of Christian 
companionship, and to see some of America’s greatest scenic attractions. 


Many readers of Erernity are experienced and frequent travelers, 
often looking for alluring journeys to far-away places, and pleased when 
they find something extraordinarily good. Others are “rocking chair 
explorers.” Though desire to travel and see the world is strong, they 
hesitate to venture forth into strange, distant states, unless they can go 
with folks they know, or with groups where they will feel “at home.” 


Recognizing the great interest almost everybody has in travel, and 
to provide opportunity for readers of this magazine to have available 
a trustworthy vacation tour, under Christian auspices, our ETERNITY 
Cruise to Alaska has been carefully arranged. The trip will result in 
closer knowledge of religious institutions and missions im cities to be 
visited, as well as personal experiences in national parks and in western 
American and Canadian cities. 


Please write for free copy of our special Alaska folder. Study it over, 
then ask questions if interested, or enroll for this delightful and memor- 
able vacation trip. Please address The Rev. Ralph L. Keiper, Contribu- 
ting Editor, Erernity, 1716 Spruce St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 





Seattle—Busy Gateway to Alaska and the Orient Juneau, Capital of Alaska 
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Translated into 
Modern English 





Striking in its directness, deeply 
moving and illuminating in its mes- 
sage for today, here is a new and 
faithful translation of the Gospels 
in modern English—a translation of 
major importance for interpreting 
the Bible in its fullest living terms. 
Reading it you will understand the 
Gospel writers as though they were 
your contemporaries, as though you, 
too, were on the threshold of a great 
and wondrous faith. 


All the original freshness and 
spiritual impact of the four 
have been restored in this superbly 
readable version of the passages 
that are the very essence of Chris- 
tianity. You will discover in it the 
same profound insight that brought 
inspiration to the hundred d 


readers of Letters to Young 
Chur $2.75 


° 


AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 





The editorial “New Year's Resolution” 
in our January issue has brought a great 
deal of correspondence, sharply divided as 
to point of view. It is not possible to print 
all of the letters, but we are choosing 
some from each side and presenting them 
with the Editor's further comments. We 
are not printing the names of the writers 
of these letters for reasons that will be 
obvious. In some cases it would identify 
the writers as partisans or onlookers in 
some local situation that is very tense. 


READER’S HEART REJOICED 

I am glad to write to you and tell you 
how my heart has rejoiced, since I read 
your “New Year’s Resolution” in the 
January Eternity. May I explain? I have 
been a reader of first Revelation and now 
Eternity I believe almost as long as they 
have been put out. I have found so much 
food for the spirit in them and heartily 
agree with the doctrines which have been 
set forth through the years. But. through 
those same years, I have also grieved that 
you have found it necessary so often to 
attack, often with sarcasm, those who do 
not agree with you. 

For instance, my uncle has been financial 
manager for a certain denominational mis- 
sionary work for forty-five years, and my 
grandfather a pioneer home missionary, 
but in the last few years I found myself 
in a position where a little church of an- 
other denomination was the logical one for 
us to fellowship with. 

Often, I felt impelled to pass on one 
of my Revelation or ETERNITY magazines 
and then would find an editorial or “Win- 
dow on the World” article “lambasting” 
the denomination or the National Council 
and I knew that my friends would see 
that first and probably refuse to read the 
rest at all. 

I also attended the County Institute put 
on by the Minn. State Council’s Educa- 
tional Department and heard the Word 
upheld. The diety of Christ, the Atone- 
ment—all taught. And it grieved me that 
the Council should be condemned whole- 
sale because some who were not sound 
had somehow gotten to high places in 
their ranks. 

I have often thought of and reread a 
paragraph of the late Dr. G. Campbell 
Morgan’s letter to a friend of mine— 
thus: “Yes, there is no question about it 
that there are times when we -all feel 
distressed by the onslaughts upon our 
faith made by some who are well-known, 
in connection with the ministry of the 
Christian Church. So far as I am con- 
cerned, however, I have long been con- 
vinced and have acted upon the conviction 
that nothing is really gained by attacking 
these positions, or attempting to argue 
concerning them.” You can readily see 
why I am thanking the Lord that you 
were able to write your “New Year’s 
Resolution.” 

Since I read that you will be speaking 
in a certain city, I have been praying 
that the Lord will give you just the right 
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message for that church. I know about 
it. I do not know whether or not you 
know that there have been two definite 
groups. One—a group of sincere Chris- 
tians, I am sure, who since the other group 
of self-called “fundamentalists” came in 
have been branded as modernists by them. 
A relative who is definitely fundamental 
in belief, almost shocked me once by 
saying “Do you know, I am almost 
ashamed to be called a fundamentalist— 
the way some of them act toward those 
other Christians who aren’t shouting that 
they are fundamentalists.” 


Minnesota M.A.O. 


The letter concludes by describing an- 
other situation in which a group had left 
a church whose pastor believed every fun- 
damental doctrine and preached the truth 
in a loving way. The group had gone out 
branding the pastor and all those who re- 
mained as “modernists.” The “modernists” 
believed in the-plenary inspiration of the 
Word of God, and in the Virgin Birth of 
our Lord and in His imminent return! I 
believe it is safe to say there are hundreds 
of such instances in America today. 

The church in which I was to preach 
and of which the writer of this letter 
knew through relatives is fundamental 
enough to have invited me to preach, and 
to support four missionaries in interde- 
nominational faith missions. Yet there are 
feur families in that small town who meet 
on Sunday mornings in someone’s home 
in order to testify against the “apostasy” 
of the church from which they have with- 
drawn. There isn’t an honest man or 
zvoman in the world who knows my books, 
my magasine, my radio messages who will 
not testify that I believe in all the founda- 
tion truths and wish to preach them in the 
love of Christ. Yet I had one letter 
from a man who had the temerity to write 
me that my “New Year's Resolution” 
clearly announced my drift to apostasy, 
and my denial of the faith once for all 
delivered to the saints. 

READER’S HEART SADDENED 

How sad it seems to me, especially at 
the beginning of this New Year, to read 
your editorial in Erernity magazine. I have 
sat under your teaching and preaching for 
a long time, and I have been helped and 
blessed by it. Thus I should know your 
bias, shouldn’t I? But I cannot fully un- 
derstand why you feel it necessary to 
defend a certain Christian work—about 
which the less said—the better! 

Personally I can only hope you will 
reconsider your threat to “go on for 
several pages more . . . at some future 
time.” It is undeniable that you have the 
right to publish whatever you please in 
your magazine, but I am sure there are 
other subscribers who feel as keenly about 
this issue as I do. 

Middletown, N. Y. R.B.R. 


To that I merely wish to answer that 
if Christian love and Christian honesty are 
a bias, I-want to have them. What I am 
trying to tell some who wave a “funda- 
mental” flag is that they are not being 
honest, and that they are drawing lines 
which the Holy Spirit would never draw, 
because it would be contradicting the whole 
spirit of the revealed Word of God. 
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PRE-THEOLOGICAL STUDENT STRENGTHENED 

I have just read with great interest your 
article entitled “New Year’s Resolutions” 
in the January 1953 issue of Eternity. 
First of all I should like to express my 
sincere appreciation for the year’s sub- 
scription to ETrernity which was sent to 
me as a result of my joining the fellow- 
ship of The Bible Study Hour. 

As for your article, I can only say, 
“Thank God.” I too have been funda- 
mental in my religious beliefs, but I have 
encountered much in my contacts as a 
freshman pre-theological student at College 
which seemed to me to be “modern.” My 
own policy has been (to quote your arti- 
cle): “Give him the benefit of the doubt 
on the things we do not agree upon as 
soon as we find that we agree upon man’s 
complete ruin in sin and God’s perfect 
remedy in Christ.” However, some funda- 
mentalists never seem to give an inch 
and I thought that possibly my. attitude 
was wrong, but I continued to hold it. 
Now your article has relieved my mind 
and strengthened me considerably. 
Lancaster, Pa. 


This student then goes on to draw a 
conclusion with which I might not be in 
full accord, namely, that it is right to 
fellowship with just any organization pro- 
viding we exercise our influence therein 
and stand for the truth. Such a policy 
could be carried to excess. 


BAPTIST MINISTER AMAZED 

I have just received my January copy 
of Erernity and have read with amaze- 
ment your New Year’s Resolution. 

I do not take exception to your desire to 
have more love for brethren both funda- 
mentalists and liberals but I would like 
you to explain how you can arrive at a 
Scriptural position in the matter of sup- 
porting the denomination that admittedly 
sends both liberal and fundamental mis- 
sionaries to the field. 

Every faith mission is ample proof that 
such an admixture is not necessary. Our 
Conservative Baptist Foreign Mission So- 
ciety in my own denomination is another. 
Therefore, for one of your reputation to 
give way to feelings rather than to a 
ciearcut position to maintain the purity of 
the faith and the defense of the Gospel 
is a real blow to the high estimate in 
which I have always placed you. 

As you can see I have only taken one 
point of your article to discuss. The merits 
or demerits of your denomination or the 
World Council of Churches is not under 
discussion. What is the core of the matter 
is how can you justify your position on a 
Scriptural basis? 

I would appreciate a reply either in a 
later publication or by direct communica- 
tio. What | have written may seem very 
triyial to you but to me I feel fearfully 
“let down” as I see another leader in 
religious circles trying to move in two 
directions at the same time. 

California Tue Rev. H.E.T. 


lt is my true opinion that this honored 
brether missed the point. In the last analy- 
sis, can we set up the standards by which 
we decide who is or who is not a believer 


im Christ? We can take as our example 
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LISTEN to Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse on one of the radio stations 
listed below. He broadcasts a new and practical Bible study message 
each Sunday—messages that have an application to your own life, 
while revealing the great truths of God for every Christian. This is 
one blessing for you as you thrill to each message. 


SUPPORT the radio ministry of The Bible Study Hour through 
regular monthly giving. As little as $1.00 a month can make you a 
PARTNER with Dr. Barnhouse in this ministry and will assure 
your receiving automatically and regularly—in book form—groups 
of 5 messages as Dr. Barnhouse broadcasts week by week. Your 
support makes expansion of the broadcast possible. This is the 
second blessing, for it is through your support that many come for 
the first time to hear the Word of God clearly explained in a 
practical and living way. 


Support « Pray « Tell Your Friends 
and 


Listen to Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse Every Sunday 
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Location Station Time Location Station Time 
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a Scofield Bible 
to carry with you 





At last you can have all the fa- 
mous Scofield helps in a Bible 
that fits easily into your pocket... 
slips right into your purse. 

The Oxford Scofield is the 
most usefully annotated Bible 
ever prepared. It provides help 
where you need it — on the same 
page as difficult passages in the 
text. Besides a complete system 
of connected topical references to 
the great themes of the Scriptures, 
you get summaries, definitions, 
careful annotations, explanations 
of seeming discrepancies, a 
panoramic view of the Bible, 
chronology and index. 

The Pocket Scofield includes 
all the features of the Bible that 
have won the devotion of mil- 
lions of conscientious Bible 
readers. Now, they are available 
to you in this wonderful new 
pocket edition — a Bible that is 
as easy to read as it is to carry. 
Oxford’s Pocket Scofield Bibles are 
printed on India Paper in a variety of 


“handsome, durable bindings. Size 
5 7/16 x 3% x % inches thick. 


Ne. 12x. Moroccoette, limp. Gold 
edges. BLACK or BLUE, $8.50 


Ne. 13x. French Morocco, overlap- 
ping covers. Red-under-gold edges. 

$10.50 
Ne. 17x. De luxe edition, Morocco, 
slightly overlapping covers, leather 
lined. Gold edges. BLACK. $13.00 
RED or BLUE. $13.50 


HA morisat. Gift ible Since 1678 


At your bookstore 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
114 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N. Y. 











the denominational relations of the brother 
who has written this letter. The group has 
Separated and separated during the last 
few years, founding several new foreign 
mission boards in addition to the old de- 
nominational board. Yet the denomination 
that some of these brethren have left has 
developed outstanding fundamental theo- 
logical seminaries. 

I abhor Mr. Facing-both-ways as well 
as any man could. But I find that the more 
I face the Lord Jesus Christ the less I am 
inclined to excommunicate a man who does 
not yet have as much spiritual light as | 
have. I have not given way to feelings, 
and I have not diminished in the slightest 
my clear-cut position to maintain the purity 
of the faith. That I deny, and believe the 
brother is guilty of “judging” when he 
says So. 


LOOK FOR THE MARKS 

I have been a regular reader of Revela- 
tion and Eternity for many years past and 
have never written to thank the Editor for 
the many fine things from his pen which 
have been a blessing to me. But when I 
read the inside front and back covers of 
my January Eternity I felt that I could 
wait no longer. Dear brother, I salute 
you for the fine spirit which is found in 
this resolution. Seldom have I read any- 
thing which delighted me more. It ought 
to be the high resolve of every soldier of 
Christ to LOOK for the areas of true 
Christian faith and the true “marks of 
the Lord Jesus” in those around him. 

Eternity is like a pastor to me. I look 
forward to its coming each month. It is a 
constant source of blessing to me and a 
help in my ministry. I appreciate the con- 
tribution it is making in my life. 

Tue Rev. C.H.B. 

Leggett, N. C. 


THE’ MOST IMPORTANT UNITY 

This is just a line from a Presbyterian 
Elder in the humbler ranks to express my 
very great gratification for your “New 
Year’s Resolution” in the January issue 
of Evernity. 

For many months, while the idea of 
church union has been in the air I have 
felt that the most important unity—I do 
not say, union—should be among true 
Bible believers in their relations with other 
believers with whom they were not in en- 


tire accord. I have felt for myself that I 
had an air of superiority and condescension 
toward those who didn’t get out of the 
Bible what I did, and I have increasingly 
felt this was not the right spirit upon 
my part. 

I have felt for years, as a reader of 
ETERNITY and its predecessor, that you were 
“mellowing” from your earlier attitudes, 
and I have rejoiced in it. My sympathies 
have always been with you in the convic- 
tions for which you fought, for I’ve 
usually found my own ideas were in ac- 
cord. And while, with you, I believe there 
should be no compromise where evil is 
concerned, I have felt that maybe I could 
put a little more love in speaking the truth; 
and this I have determined to do. 

Your statement has been very helpful 
to me in this respect and I thank you. I 
hope your position, as stated will greatly 
enlarge the borders of your influence in 
behalf of the Gospel and love for the 
Word. 


Harrisburg, Pa. A.F.H. 


TIMELY PASTORING 
I have just read through for a second 
time your imside-cover editorial in the 
January ’53 issue of Erernity and hasten 
to express in this way my thanks to my 
Heavenly Father for this timely pastoring. 
Surely when you can lead others to fol- 
low suit, the humbling of yourself to write 
this editorial must be precious fruit in His 
sight. There must be many people, such as 
I, in solitary places to whom this maga- 
zine, and particularly your teaching, comes 
month by month as water to a parched 
ground. 
Komoka, Ont., Can. 


CULTIVATE APPRECIATION 

I just finished the editorial in the Janu- 
ary issue of your magazine Eternity. I am 
glad that such a note has gone forth from 
your pen to all fundamentalists. We need 
to shed our antagonisms and to cultivate 
a compassion and appreciation for one an- 
other and for the things that we hold in 
common that are “vital.” The test of dis- 
cipleship which Jesus gave is love. “By this 
all men will know that you are my dis- 
ciples, if you have love for one another” 
(John 13:35). 


Kansas City 


B.M. 


R.N.P., Th.D. 
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BOTH are important 
to your peace of mind 
and peace of heart 


Pleasant Tomorrows is perhaps one of 
the most important Annuity booklets you 
will ever read. It explains how you may 
have peace of mind by investing wisely for your lifetime—and eternity. 
You will also find the folder, Peace of Heart, which provides a valuable 
check-list for important and personal papers, very helpful to you and 
your loved ones. Copies of both are available to you. No obligation what- 










WHEATON . ILLINOTS 


CLOSE THE RANKS 

May I express my heartfelt gratitude 
for the New Year’s Resolution you pub- 
lished in the January issue of Eternity. 
I believe it represents an ideal of many 
evangelical Christians who have seen the 
bitter fruits of division that so often are 
more obvious to the world than the won- 
derful Word which we strive to proclaim. 
May the Lord lead you in other very fine 
contributions to help close the ranks to the 
end that our great Gospel may be more 
effectively preached to a lost world. 

PLE. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 


ON A SEMINARY BULLETIN BOARD 

I would like you to know how very 
pleased I was with your editorial “New 
Year’s Resolution.” 

Someone here at the seminary tacked it 
on the bulletin board and everyone who 
read it (and there were many) seemed to 
go away approving. 

Because I am a youngster this letter 
does not carry very much weight, but, I 
believe, sir, that those who sit in the pew 
have had a great wrong done to them by 
the pulpit that has slandered others and 
not taught Christian toleration, love, and 
ethics as well as separatist attitudes and 
fundamental doctrine. 

I am glad to see an influential Christian 
like you state these terribly neglected but 
vitally important issues, the neglect of 
which has been destroying the witness of 
the Conservative cause both internally and 
in the face of the crisis in our generation. 

H.B.G., Jr. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


A WORD FROM THE EDITOR 

A man with whom I am very closely as- 
sociated, and for whose judgment and dis- 
cernment I have the highest respect, has 
recently been surrounded by an atmosphere 
of ecumenism, Barthianism, liberalism, as 
well as conservatism. His reactions were 
very interesting. As he began to get ac- 
quainted with a large number of men in 
his new environment he said, “These men 
are earnest and sincere and honest. But 
many of them are muddled. They just 
haven’t been taught the truth, and most of 
them have gone to colleges where the 
Bible was laughed at. It is amazing that 
many of them believe as much as they do. 
I find that most of them, down under- 
neath, are trusting in the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Saviour. They believe in salva- 
tion through Him, but they just haven't 
been taught the deeper things.” Then he 
spoke of one outstanding “leader” who 
gave a lecture. “As I listened I became 
impressed that here were really tares in 
the midst of the wheat. He definitely did 
not believe in the essentials of Christi- 
anity.” From such we can turn away. 

I am definitely moving in but one direc- 
tion; trying to be brought closer and 
closer to the Lord Jesus Christ. But I am 
finding, as I get nearer to Him that there 
are true living stones built on Him that 
are in another wall of the temple of the 
believers than that in which I am builded. 
They are around the corner, yes, but I am 
finding that we meet at the corner. 

D.G.B. 


Marcu 1953 


HS 
Py 


an | es 
. Just what Ne: 


“ Pve always wanted... 


\ financial security, plus an 4 
Nie active part in the ff 
mae Lord’s work.” ie 





Mrs. L. smiles contentedly as she is handed her latest Moody Bible 
Institute Annuity certificate by Mr. Carl J. Frizen, Stewardship Depart- 
ment. And she has reason to smile! She is assured of a generous, depend- 
able income for the rest of her life. 


And besides that, she says: ‘No one can ever know what a great thrill it is to my 
heart to know that I have a part in training consecrated young people for lives of 
Christian service. I just recently learned that 120 former Moody Bible Institute 
students sailed for the mission field in one year. I feel that in this way I am really 
doing something vital and important for my Lord.” 

You, too, can be assured of a steady, generous income for the rest of your life. 
After signing an annuity agreement, you are free from bother and worry. For 
45 years Moody Annuity returns have arrived on time and have remained the same, 
regardless of wars, depressions or other economic conditions. They are “burglar- 
proof” because they are worthless to anyone except the true owner. If they are lost 
or destroyed, payments continue to the real beneficiary without interruption. 

And through investing your money in this way, you have the joy of knowing 
your dollars are being used to train missionaries, pastors and other Christian 
workers . . . and to proclaim the gospel through the printed word, gospel-science films, 
daily gospel broadcasts, and the other varied ministries of Moody Bible Institute. 


Mail this coupon today —no obligation 
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WHO KNOWS? 

The following, written by Phyllis 
McGinley in the New Yorker is, 
alas, an etching of the facts of ser- 
monic material in the great metro- 
politan centers of our country. 
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Lhe Blessings of , 


ONSISTENT LIVING 


One of the interesting things in reading the Old 
Testament prophets is to see how very up-to-date they 
are and how modern is their approach to many of the 
problems which we are facing today. Isaiah warns his 
people of the peril of appeasement and also speaks to 
them of the judgments of God upon them because of 
the inconsistency of their lives and the great blessings 
which would be theirs if only their lives would really 
match up with their professions of faith in their God. 

In the 58th Chapter and the first twelve verses Isaiah 
graphically diagnoses the spiritual condition of the 
people, revealing their deadness. He then explains the 
real purpose of the religious observances which God had 
ordained for them and finally concludes this section with 
a beautiful description of the blessings which crown 
the life of those whose hearts are right with God and 
whose spiritual and religious life is carried on accord- 
ing to the plans and purposes of God. 


The Inconsistencies of the People 


“Cry aloud and spare not, lift up thy voice like a 
trumpet and declare unto my people their transgres- 
sions.” Their inconsistencies were to be laid bare and 
the deadness of their spiritual lives was to be uncov- 
ered. The words that follow could well be applied to 
many churches today. They manifested a joy in know- 
ing God’s word for, as the Lord speaks through His 
servant Isaiah, “They seek me daily, and delight to 
know my ways... they delight to draw near unto 
God.” These words speak of the regularity with which 
the people carried out the religious observances and 
the satisfaction which was theirs in being instructed 
concerning God’s law and in learning of Him. There 
was moreover a real delight in being made conscious of 
His nearness as they took part in the impressive ritual 
connected with the Temple services. 

However, in spite of it all there was a deep complaint 
in their hearts and a realization that something was 
lacking. “Wherefore have we fasted,-say they, and thou 
seest not? Wherefore have we afflicted our soul, and 
thou takest no knowledge?” In spite of all the regularity 
and the impressiveness of the ritual there was a lack of 
results. There were no indications that God was atten- 
tive to and pleased with their services and there were 
no indications that God was at work in their midst, 
granting to them the blessings and the prosperity which 
He had promised. There was much action on their part, 
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but no real progress spiritually; there was real effort, 
but no growth; there were large and well-planned re- 
ligious programs but no visible results. 


The Secret of Their Fruitlessness 


The secret of this fruitlessness is then laid bare in 
that in their fasting there was no real affliction of soul, 
but on the contrary, pleasure. While they rested from 
their labors to take part in the fasts and feasts, their 
laborers had to do double work. The real purpose back 
of it all was not to please God and to draw closer to 
Him in real repentance and worship, but “strife and 
contention.” It was that their voices might be heard 
among themselves rather than on high in the presence 
of God. The prophet points out the subtle danger of 
attending religious conferences and observances just for 
their own sake. Of themselves they can easily tend to 
spiritual pride in the intellectual advances made in the 
knowledge of the interpretation of Scripture and the 
clearer appreciation of prophecy. When there is no defi- 
nite effort made to make a definite application to the 
daily life of the new truth learned in a practical way 
and in a closer walk with God, the very increase in the 
understanding of His word panders to spiritual pride 
and to a critical spirit toward others who have not had 
similar opportunities. 


The Real Purpose of Worship 


The real purpose of the religious observances to which 
the prophet was referring was to loose the bands of 
wickedness, to feed the hungry, and to provide for the 
poor. It was to afflict the soul, and to engage in true 
repentance. Whenever we approach God’s presence in 
worship there must always be a new appreciation of our 
unworthiness in the glory of His perfection and a re- 
newed confession and dedication of ourselves to His 
service, weak though we be. It is only as we take. the 
time to draw near to Him that we are enabled first to 
see Him in His beauty and then to see the world and its 
needs from His viewpoint. Not only so, it is only as we 
take the time to worship Him that we are fitted by the 
Holy Spirit to have our part in the loosing of the bands 
of wickedness which today are holding so many in thrall- 
dom and slavery. While doubtless in Isaiah’s mind, feed- 
ing the hungry and providing for the poor had reference 
to their physical needs, and the same responsibility rests 
upon Christians today, we can also understand that, the 
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responsibility rests upon us just as heavily for providing 
for the spiritual hunger and poverty which abounds so 
these days, not only in so-called heathen lands but right 
at our doors. 

Many of the members in our churches today have had 
no real experience with the Lord, and like the Jews of 
Isaiah's time have merely gone through the external 
form of joining the church and professing their faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ without ever having had a per- 
sonal transaction of any kind with Him. Such a trans- 
action is the only thing which brings into being the 
personal relationship between the Lord and the believer 
in and through which it becomes possible to live a life 
that is truly Christian and in which the Lord Himself 
has first place and is glorified. Not long ago I had a long 
conversation with a young man who told me that he had 
been raised in church, was a regular attendant at Sunday 
school as a child, sang in the choir and later on, with 
his father, had been ordained as a deacon; through it all. 
however, he had never had any personal experience 
with the Lord and his heart, therefore, had never been 
touched. 

The Blessings of Consistent Living 

Having pointed out to his people the weakness and 
the fruitlessness in their own lives and the reasons for 
it, the prophet Isaiah then goes on to give a beautiful 
seven-fold description of the blessings which come upon 
those who study God’s Word and attend the services, 
not as a matter of form or even from the point of view 
of intellectual attainment, but from a deep desire to 
know the Lord and through drawing into His presence 
to receive the guidance and power which are necessary 
to live a life that will be to the praise and glory of 
His name. 


The Testimony of Their Lives. “Then shall thy light 
break forth as the morning and thy healing shall spring 
forth speedily.” The new light in their hearts should 
burst forth and the healing in their souls would be so 
manifest that all about them could not fail to know that 
the Lord had been working in them. The testimony of 
the light and power of the Holy Spirit in a human heart 
is one that never fails to make a deep impression on 
others and is one that can never be gainsaid or explain- 
ed away. It was God’s purpose in the beginning to use 
the little nation of Israel as an object lesson before the 
surrounding nations and empires and to manifest 
through His people the glory of His presence and the 
greatness of His power. It has been the same purpose of 
God to use His people today in a similar manner and 
“the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the 
whole earth that he may show himself strong on behalf 
‘of them whose heart is perfect towards him” (2 Chron. 
16:9). 


The Transformation Of Character. “And thy righteous- 
ness shall go before thee.” Not only would their lives 
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become a testimony to the presence and the healing 
power of the Lord, they would also be transformed into 
His likeness and the righteousness of God Himself 
would become the distinguishing characteristic of His 
people. The same thought exactly is expressed by Paul 
in the New Testament: “Him who knew no sin, he made 
to be sin on our behalf; that we might become the 
righteousness of God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21). The trans- 
formation of our life and character was the purpose of 
the atoning death of the eternal Son of God. That has 
always been the goal towards which the Holy Spirit has 
been working in the hearts and lives of all of God’s 
people, both in the Old Testament dispensation and also 
in the New Testament age. 


The Lord’s Presence. “The glory of the Lord shall be 
thy reward.” The presence of the glory of the Lord 
should always so surround them that it would be a pro- 
tection and a guard from the opposition and criticism of 
their enemies, who would seek to come upon them sud- 
denly and put them to flight. Anyone who takes a bold 
stand for the Lord immediately becomes the object of 
attack on the part of the great Adversary and very often 
he uses the critical tongues of men as part of his offen- 
sive strategy. When we are surrounded by the glory of 
the Lord, we have no cause for anxiety concerning what 
men may say about us, whether in criticism or in scorn. 
We often need to remember the prayer of Elisha for his 
servant at Dothan, when the city was surrounded by the 
Syrian armies, “Lord, I pray Thee, open his eyes, that 
he may see, and the Lord opened the eyes of the young 
man; and he saw; and, behold, the mountain was full of 
horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha” (2 Ki. 
6:17). The unseen protection of the Lord is just as fully 
and as really about His children today and the realiza- 
tion of it and the rejoicing in it is part of the heritage 
of those who are living for the Lord day by day. 


Answered Prayer. “Then shalt thou call, and the Lord 
will answer; thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Here I am.” 
The Lord always delights to hear us when we call upon 

(Continued on page 48) 





The NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 
MAGAZINE tells us that the 
ancient Aztecs of Mexico used 
captives as human sacrifices to 
their gods. Often the prisoners 
lived in luxury and ceremonial 
splendor for a year before the 
sacrificial ceremony. There are 
many lost souls in our land who 
are on their way to a Christ- 
less eternity who are living in 
the luxury and splendor of 
material prosperity. This is one 
of the means used by the 
enemy of souls to lull them 
inte a fatal quiet from which 
they will be aroused only by 
their sudden entrance into 
eternal death. Examine your- 
self. 
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SEVEN ISSUES 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE, JR. 


Ht has recently come to our attention that United 
Evangelical Action, the official magazine of the Na- 
tional Association of Evangelicals, is planning a series 
of special articles on the theme “Seven Crucial Issues 
in Protestantism.” Many of you right now, as you 
have just read the prospective title of the series, are 
already turning over in your minds what seven issues 
you would suggest, and that was exactly our reaction. 
I made a list and my father made a list, and when we 
compared them we found a startling similarity. Four 
of our choices matched exactly and the others were 
closely related. Working the two lists into one, we 
arrived at the following nominations. 


Personal Holiness. This theme ran through all the topics 
on both lists, and it seems clear that it should be the 
keynote and unifying principle of the whole series. All 
other issues, whatever six may be chosen, will be no 
more than areas of application of this one. If we were 
living in the personal holiness the epistles enjoin, God 
would guide perfectly and completely, making clear to 
every Christian at all times just what he should do 
about any situation that might confront him. 


The intransigence of the extreme Fundamentalists and the 
apostasy of the Liberals. The only issue on which any man 
has a right to be extreme is the issue of submission to 
God and His revelation. That submission must be total. 
The Liberals have violated this by subtracting from that 
revelation, elevating the dignity of man, and lowering 
the authority of the Bible. The extreme Fundamen- 
talists have violated it by adding to God’s Word tradi- 
tions and interpretations of their own to which they 
demand that men submit. 


The confused moral standards of many Conservatives. On 
the question of ethics, many Protestants have done little 
better than to bring up to date the Colossian heresy 
that Paul fought in his epistle. The version for today is 
“Drink not, smoke not, dance not.” This neo-legalism is 
one of the greatest obstacles to true sanctification. And 
if Biblical ethics would permit such a ridiculous insti- 
tution as pledge cards, they would most probably read 
“T will not indulge in vain discussions, exaggerations, 
or repeat rumors.” 


The shortage of properly-qualified and well-trained min- 
isters. One of the tragedies of Protestantism today is that 
the mass of people in the churches are hungry for Bible 
teaching and they get a diet of nothing more than evan- 
gelism or platitudes. It seems that many ministers are 
too proud to think that the Bible has anything better to 
offer than their sermonic wisdom, and many are too lazy 
to do the thinking and studying necessary to become 
an apt teacher of the Word. 


The unwillingness of many to accept their full social re- 
sponsibility. As many Conservatives abandoned this par- 
ticular realm of Christian responsibility, others stepped 
into the vacuum thus created and have provided the 
contemporary generation with a non-Biblical view of 
the place and function of social action. 


Missions and the role of ecumenics today. The history of 
the missionary movement is largely interdenomination- 
al, and many of its most spectacular feats were per- 
formed by laymen. While doctrinal differences among 
denominations have a valid function as a stimulus to 
deeper Bible study in a country where the Bible is well 
known, it is often absurd to project these divisions on 
new converts in a mission field. 


Romanism, Communism, and the cults. Some think it is 
desirable that Protestantism organize a united front 
against these highly organized opponents. I do not think 
God works that way. But they present an issue that 
individual Christians and Protestant churches must face, 
and they are active competitors in the business of win- 
ning souls. 


Personal holiness of ministers and laymen is the first 
step in the solution of all these other issues and it is the 
issue above all others that every Christian can do some- 
thing about now, in his own life, without waiting for 
any council to appoint a committee, lay out a program, 
and get it under way. 





Mr. Barnhouse is a student at Princeton 
Theological Seminary, Princeton, N. J. 
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By BERT W. HARNED 


Winging along in a modern Air Force transport not 
long ago, I left the United States and flew east and 
north for many, many hours. As we went deeper into 
the northern latitudes the scenery gradually changed 
from the blue-green of the ocean to the white coast of 
“Greenland’s icy mountains.” The term is both descrip- 
tive and accurate. Nothing can be seen but rock, ice, 
snow, and water for endless miles. Off shore, icebergs 
of all sizes, some as large as department stores, float 
lazily in the arctic waters. We flew for a great while 
over these desolate mountains. We had long passed the 
magnetic north pole and had traveled on north to 
within several hundred miles of the geometric north 
pole when we descended beneath the broken cloud 
cover. We were greeted by a strange sight. We saw a 
settlement of many, many buildings, trucks, cars, roads, 
supplies, construction equipment—in short, a small 
city! Its name is “Thule,” coming from the Greek ex- 
pression “Ultima Thule” which means the farthest or 
northernmost habitable part of the world. 

Thule was completely unknown to most of us until 
recently when the news agencies released many pic- 
tures, articles, and newsreels. From these we learned 
that Thule is one of the northernmost air fields in the 
world and represents an unbelievable amount of plan- 
ning, organization, work—and above all, money. No 
one except the men who work with it can realize the 
extent of the tremendous problems and obstacles that 
are encountered in supplying this small city at the top 


of the world with everything it needs over such dis- 
tances. It is a Herculean task. Everything that comes 
to Thule must be carried over thousands of miles of 
desolate water and ice, either by boat or by air. In the 
winter, air lift is the only means of supply. Yet, were 
you to see it, you would be amazed by the completeness 
and comfort of our facilities. This completeness is no 
accident, it is the result of painstaking planning and 
forethought. Take the matter of spare parts for example. 
The lack of a few spare parts is nothing to worry about 
in the United States, you merely go around the corner 
and purchase them at the next store. At Thule if you 
go around the corner, you will find only a large, and 
tremendously cold rock. That important machine will 
not run well with this cold rock in the place of a small 
gear, or an essential screw. If someone has not planned 
to have those extra spare parts, screws, and gears, the 
machine ceases to function. 

There are many such problems at Thule that are 
peculiar only to the arctic. The matter of setting- up 
telephone poles is a simple matter, all you have to do is 
dig a small hole and insert the pole. In the arctic, how- 
ever, we have “permafrost.” The first few inches of 
ground thaws in the summer, but the deeper layers 
never thaw. They have been frozen for thousands of 
years. Therefore, below 15 inches or so, the ground is 
hard as steel. Dynamite is required to blast the holes, 
but since dynamite is both costly and crude, a very 
simple effective device was constructed. This device 


Faith is the basis of all joy 








= Fa. 


— _ me 






thaws the ground first, and then the hole is dug in the 
usual manner. 

The everyday problems are then often complicated 
by natural phenomena. From November until March 
for example, there is no light except moonlight at 
Thule. During the summer months, there is no darkness, 
but twenty-four hours of sunlight. Between these two 
extremes are long periods of gradually changing twi- 
light zones. In a way you get used to it, but to many 
the coming of the continual darkness is like a shroud 
of gloom that descends upon the whole area and upon 
their own souls. In reflecting upon this strange 
phenomenon I thought of the words of Christ when He 
said of unbelievers that they would go “into outer dark- 
ness” (Mt. 25:30)—the darkness resulting from the 
absence of our Lord. But to us who know and love Him, 
ye says: “But ye are a chosen generation . . . a peculiar 
eople; that ye should shew forth the praises of him 
who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
ight.” 

The weather, of course, is one of the main topics of 
discussion, and the intense persistent cold is one of the 
main problems in the arctic. Winds of 100 mph or more 
and temperatures of 30 to 40 below zero are not at all 
uncommon. When these extremes of wind and cold de- 
scend upon the land together, no human can survive 
unprotected. Activity ceases and all stay wherever they 
happen to be. Emergency rations are stored in every 
building for just this eventuality. In addition, one 
notices lines of barrels along the roads and between 
the barracks with ropes leading from barrel to barrel. 
These are to help anyone who becomes lost in one of 
these storms find his way to the nearest shelter. Having 
many of the most modern conveniences and equipment, 
we are at the same time, living in the most rugged and 
exacting environment on the face of the earth. 

A few miles to the east of Thule is the magnificent, 
white, unbroken expense of Greenland’s icecap. Words 
cannot describe the splendor of this sight—a spectacu- 
lar expanse of snow which has been packed by the 
ages into a steel-hard sea of ice covered by a few feet 
of relatively soft snow. Rising some 8000 feet into the 
air, it is 800 miles wide and 1500 miles long and covers 
nearly all of the continent of Greenland. There are no 
trees, no vegetation, no life, no rocks, no grass, no 
movement; nothing but endless miles of snow-covered 
ice. At several points along the coast, this cap “flows” 
down into the sea, thus forming glaciers. Icebergs are 
born when these glaciers move out into the sea and a 
piece breaks off, floats in the water, and drifts away. 

Captain Stover recently published an article in the 
Saturday Evening Post (Dec. 13, 1952) about his ex- 
perience entitled “I Was Marooned on an Arctic Ice 
Cap.” I was on hand when these men were returned 
from their ordeal on the cap and was responsible for 
their medical care. In talking with Captain Stover, I 
could almost feel with him the crushing depression he 
must have felt . . . yet I thought to myself that Christ 
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will never leave me nor forsake me, and that this is 
true whether I sit on a chunk of ice in the depths of the | 
arctic night, or remain in my warm church pew in 
Kansas City. The same Lord is with me in both places, 
but the point is, our faith gets weak on that ice boulder, 
and He doesn’t seem as close. Is not that often the way 
we look at it, how we “feel” about it rather than what 
God says about it? He says He is with us always, and in 
all places; that settles it. He is. We may not feel that 
He is, but He is! “O ye of little faith” can be applied 
to every one of us. 

It was an inspiring and moving experience for me as 
I stood on the icecap one day and slowly turned about 
to visually encompass the wonders of God’s creation. 
Only the Lord could have created this place! The ex- 
panse of ice and snow stretching for hundreds of miles 
in every direction, the glaciers with their “children,” 
the icebergs, the masses of rock, snow, and ice called 
mountains in back of me, the endless expanse of the 
sea stretching out beyond. In the midst of all this 
splendor, dwarfed and engulfed in the vastness of its 
surroundings, was Thule, barely visible from where I 
stood. I was filled with a sense of awe and wonder and 
joy at the beauty of it all, and at the same time, of the 
utter insignificance of man and his efforts. I thought to 
myself that God created this whole world, these moun- 
tains, and sea, and this icecap by the Word of His power, 
and although Thule was a monumental example of what 
man can do in the 20th century, it was as nothing in 
comparison. 

Living down in the barracks and working within 
the confines of the base day after day made the magni- 
tude of the work at Thule seem impressive. And so it 
is. But upon the icecap my perspective changed and 
Thule became a pinpoint within a mighty and vast ex- 
panse of God’s handiwork. It reminded me of the man 
who lived all his life in the downtown section of a large 
city and never feasted his eyes on the splendor of the 
Heavens. He did not know anything could be bigger 
than the buildings that lined the streets of his life. Many 
of us live that way, completely engulfed in worldly 
surroundings, never lifting up our eyes to see eternal 
values. I am sure that many of the men at Thule have 
never seen anything there but the walls of their bar- 
racks and mess hall. 

Upon returning to the base that day, I stopped by 
the magnificent radio tower, comparable in height to our 
tallest buildings and able to withstand the tremendous 
arctic winds. Literally within the shadow of this tower 
are the fresh marks of an Eskimo dog sled! Although 
I did not have the opportunity to see and talk to the 
Eskimos I did see the places where they cache seal meat 
along the fjords and cut holes in the ice of the arctic 
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HAVE long been interested in missions throughout 

the world. In the providence of God my efforts have 
been directed mainly to fields outside of Latin America. 
It is true that a member of our church went to Mexico 
some eighteen years ago to work among the Tarascan 
Indian tribes and that work has been on our hearts and 
in our prayers. It is also true that Maria Bolet worked 
on translations of studies and sermons from this maga- 
zine and that we were able to send Revelacion in 
Spanish to approximately six thousand families in Latin 
America free of charge for many years. But neverthe- 
less our main efforts were in other directions. Through 
Christian friends it has been possible to secure the funds 
for the publication of Haile Selassie’s translation of 
the New Testament into Amharic; for the construction 
of a fundamental Bible training school in Hokkaido in 
North Japan; to furnish support to churches and schools 
on the continent of Europe, and to help mission works 
with equipment in various fields of Africa. Members of 


our church have also gone as missionaries to the Philip- ° 


pines, to China, to Korea, to Siam, and to Africa. 





Larson of Station HCJB from Chicago, Mr. Beebe of 
the Baptist Mission from Panama, representing Station 
HOXO, and Mr. VanBroekhoven from TGNA. of Guate- 
mala City under the Central America Mission. Never 
have I received more for my money and never have I 
more greatly enjoyed a gift. 

I do not like to travel alone so I invited some friends 
to go with me. Two were able to accept: Mr. Wallace 
Erickson, President of a chemical company in Chicago 
and the Rev. Robert J. Marshburn, Jr., pastor of the 
Associated Reformed Presbyterian Church in States- 
ville, N. C. Mr. Erickson met me in New York and we 
flew to Miami where we were joined by Mr. Marsh- 
burn. After a very fine meeting in the Miami Beach 
Presbyterian Church where we renewed acquaintance 
with many friends and members of the Erernrry 
family, we adjourned to the home of friends where 
approximately sixty people came in for another hour 
of fellowship around the Word of God. 

We were soon in the air and on our way south stop- 
ping for an hour or so at Havana, Cuba, and then we 
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About a year ago, however, the Lord began to lay 
on my heart a very heavy burden for Latin American 
missions. I first approached the men who are im back 
of station HCJB in Quito, Ecuador, and arranged to 
publish for them a picture story on their work and to 
call upon people to contribute. But this was only a 
beginning and it seemed to me that there were many 
tasks waiting to be accomplished in which we might 
possibly help some of the devoted missionaries who are 
pouring out their lives for the Lord in Latin America. 

I had long thought that I would like to visit some of 
the fields and have a closer look at the work that was 
being done there. When my 25th Anniversary celebra- 
tion in October brought me most suddenly and unex- 
pectedly a check as a gift from my congregation and 
my New York Bible Class I knew at once what I wanted 
to do with it. I wanted to go to Latin America, see some 
of the work that was being done there, and talk with 
some leaders. The gift not only bought my own ticket 
from Philadelphia to San Jose, Costa Rica, and back 
through Central America and Mexico City, but paid 
the fares of a group of other leaders in order that we 
might get together and pray and talk about Latin 
American needs. Dr. Aldama came from Peru, Rubin 


12 The reason people do not enjoy the Bible is that they do not know the Author 


were in the air for several hours, across the Caribbean 
along the Coast of Nicaragua. We circled down and 
came into San Jose, Costa Rica, and were met by a 
group of missionaries. We were soon established in our 
quarters at the theological seminary which is operated 
by the Latin America Mission founded a generation 
ago by Mr. and Mrs. Harry Strachan and now headed 
by their son, Kenneth Strachan. The Field Director 
for Costa Rica, Horace L. Fenton, Jr., formerly pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Plainfield, N. J. 
and a graduate of Wheaton and Princeton ably handled 
the meetings. I soon realized his efficiency when he 
placed in my hands two pages neatly typed covering 
the details of our stay in Costa Rica for the next five 
days. Glancing at them I read “Wednesday, December 
10th—12:40 P.M. Dr. Barnhouse and friends arrived. 
3:00 preliminary business meeting. 5:15 P.M. dinner at 
Remingtons; 7:15 PM. LAM mission family prayer 
meeting—Dr. Barnhouse speaking.” That was it. All 
things were being done decently and in order and I felt 
at once that many things were going to be accomplished 
in the days that lay before us. 

It was not long before 3:00 came and we assembled 
for the first meeting. Each of us was handed a paper 
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reading: “Suggested agenda for business session. Pre- 
liminary meeting, Wednesday, Sept. 10th—3:00 P.M. 
1. Prayer Time. 2. Welcome—H. L. Fenton, Jr. 3. Pres- 
entation of suggested time schedule and agenda. 4. In- 
troductory remarks by Dr. Barnhouse. 5. Adoption of 
revised time schedule and agenda. Other business ses- 
sions. 1. Films and other visual aids. 2. Program ma- 
terial for radio network. 3. Portable Church Services. 
4. Magazines. 5. Evangelical literature including the 
publication and distribution of Bible study aids and 
other materials.” There it was—our work cut out for 
us with leading men from a dozen missionary societies 
and four or five radio stations and the problems con- 
fronting these missionary leaders over a whole con- 
tinent. Soon we were down on our knees and every 
man in the circle prayed. Then “Dit” Fenton as he is 
known to his friends made us warmly welcome. Rubin 
Larson of HCJB was made chairman and we started our 
work. We had not been off the plane more than 3 hours 
but we were down to business indeed. I do not propose 
to set down here all that was discussed, all the conclu- 
sions that were arrived at. We believe that the repercus- 
sions of these days of prayer and conversation will be 
manifest throughout Latin America for days and years 
to come to the glory of the Lord. After the meeting we 
were driven to the radio station and met the Latin 
America Mission staff as well as Mr. and Mrs. Reming- 
ton who are there as heads of the network. I believe that 
the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions has done one 
of the most farsighted and unselfish things that a Mission 
board could do in detaching the Remingtons and sending 
them to San Jose, Costa Rica, to furnish their technical 
and spiritual help in uniting the mission radio stations of 
Latin America. I had known the Remingtons for sev- 
eral years, first meeting them in Bible classes which I 
held in the First Presbyterian Church of Schenectady, 
New York. At that time Mr. Remington was an engineer 
with the General Electric Company but he felt the call 
of God for Christian work and after going to Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary he left for Latin America 
under his denominational board. Mrs. Remington is 
giving all of her time to radio programing. It is no 
small thing to keep the radio station on the air for 
many hours of broadcasting. It is for this reason that 
the radio stations in Peru, Ecuador, Panama, and Costa 
Rica have come together in the Latin America net- 
work. The station of the Central America Mission had 
not yet officially joined (though it has now done so), 
but we were delighted to have their representative at 
this conference. 

One of the things that first put it into my mind to 
have such a conference as this was the fact that Portable 
Church Services is beginning to have a very respectable 
library of instrumental music that knows no barrier 
of language and it occurred to me that we could make 
a real contribution to the stations operating on the 
mission field by giving them copies of this material. 
Our engineer in Philadelphia, therefore, had prepared 
tape recordings for approximately fourteen hours of 


the finest pipe organ music by Robert Elmore, one of 
the outstanding organists of the country. Mr. Elmore ~ 
is a born again man and I shall never forget the time . 
several years ago when he having finished his prepara- 
tion undertook his first salaried work and sent the entire 
first month’s check to me for our work as a “first- 
fruits offering.” Soon one of the tapes was on the 
machine and the great pipe organ music was swelling 
throughout the building of the station. It was good to 
know that that music and Jorge Bolet’s piano interpre- 
tation of hymns would soon be going out over the air 
in many a program throughout the Spanish speaking 
world and by short wave across the world. In addition 
to this we brought tape recordings of some of the finest 
classical music—Toscanini’s new recording of Bee- 
thoven’s Ninth Symphony, Rachmaninoff’s First, and 
other music. The use of fine classical music in these 
stations is very important as it brings many of the 
leaders of the country as regular listeners to the evan- 
gelical programs which are interspersed between the 
fine “music. 

We were greatly impressed with all the work that is 
being done in Costa Rica. The Latin America Mission 
is staffed mostly by young people well qualified by edu- 
cation and well endowed with gifts and talents from 
the Lord. The hospital, the radio station, the theological 
seminary, the publication house of Caribe—all are 
doing excellent work and carrying on a real witness. 
Almost ten per cent of the population is now Protestant 
evangelical and the witness among the large liberal 
element of the population is a good one. Rome, of 
course, is entrenched strongly. We were driven to the 
great shrine of Guadelupe and saw the thousands of 
silver votive offerings in the cases around ‘the walls of 
the church. The people have prayed for healings and 
when they think their prayers have been answered 
they make presents to the church of little images half 
an inch high of the parts of the body that have been 
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EDITORIALS 


ROMANS 7 

In the first volume of my studies 
in the Scriptures based on the epis- 
tle to the Romans, (Man’s Ruin), 
I tell, in the preface, of my early 
expository work, and point out that 
far more than building the church, 
it built the preacher. That building 
is a continuing work. 


When I first considered the sev- 
enth of Romans I took my cues from 
the commentators and believe that 
I have been in error in explaining 
the chapter for a quarter of a cen- 
tury. I have taught thousands of 
people that the great conflict there 
described was that between ‘‘Saul’’ 
and ‘‘Paul.’’ In that preface I told 
how I destroyed the notes of my 
earlier expositions before beginning 
again on the new series which is 
being broadeast, and which is ap- 
pearing in volume form. 


In the study on Romans 5:17 I 
stated that I had just caught a 
glimpse of truth which was changing 
my whole attitude toward the book 
of Romans and that I was sure that 
there would be a_ breath-taking 
change in many ways because of the 
contrasts which I saw there in 5:17. 
It is not that ‘‘death reigned,’’ ‘‘life 
reigns,’’ but most certainly it is 
‘‘death reigned,’’ ‘‘I reign in life.”’ 
The crown passes from death to 
me. A few weeks after I gave that 
study a member of one of my Bible 
classes came and said that I had an- 
nounced this great change in point 
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New Light on Romans 7 
The Blackness of Darkness 
Great Little Men 


The Wisdom of This World 


Surprises In Store 


of view but that I had not continued 
te say anything about it. I told her 
it would come in time. 


The time has now come. I have 
written some fifty studies on Romans 
since the middle of the fifth chapter 
and am now at the end of the sev- 
enth chapter. So important do I 
think this change is that I am pvo- 
ceeding to publish half a dozen of 
these Romans studies in Evernity. 


* During the past few weeks I have 
spent about forty hours a week on 
the end of Romans seven, putting 
into writing the thoughts that have 
been accruing during the similarly 
concentrated study of the epistle. 
During the past four years I have 
gone through the entire epistle al- 
most every day and almost every 
free thought has concentrated on the 
verses that were under direct con- 
sideration. These past weeks on the 
conflict in Romans seven have been 
important in my life beyond meas- 
ure. 
BLACK HELL 

The reality of eternal punishment 
is a terrible thing and men have 
sought to eliminate it from their 
minds in many devious ways. One 
method has been the unbalancing of 
Scripture to make Christ the author 
of all love and to make Paul and 
the other writers of the New Testa- 
ment the authors of a deviation from 
that love. 

In his introduction to Phillips’ 
Letters to Young Churches, C. S. 


Is your creed better than your conduct? 


Lewis writes, ‘‘A most astonishing 
misconception has long dominated 
the modern mind on the subject of 
St. Paul. It is to this effect: that 
Jesus preached a kindly and simple 
religion (found in the gospels) and 
that St. Paul afterwards corrupted 
it into a cruel and complicated re- 
ligion (found in the epistles). This 
is really quite untenable. All the 
most terrifying texts come from the 
mouth of our Lord: all the texts on 
which we can base such warrant as 
we have for hoping that all men 
will be saved come from St. Paul. 
If it could be proved that St. Paul 
altered the teaching of his Master 
in any way, he altered it in exactly 
the opposite way to that which is 
popularly supposed.”’ 

There can be no doubt that the 
central passages that teach the doc- 
trine of eternal punishment fall 
from the lips of the Lord Jesus Him- 
self. Frequently I am asked if the 
‘*fire’’ in Christ’s teachings about 
Hell is literal fire. Knowing the 
spiritual laws which govern the use 
of symbols in the Bible I am forced 
to answer that the fire is either 
literal or else something so much 
worse that there is no vocabulary in 
our languages which can reach the 
true meaning that is in the mind of 
God. 

Several times the Holy Spirit has 
given us the symbol of a black Hell. 
Rejecting children of the kingdom 
are to be cast into ‘‘outer darkness”’ 
(Mt. 8:12). The guest without a 
wedding garment was cast into 
‘‘outer darkness’’ (Mt. 22:13). The 
worthless servant is cast into ‘‘outer 
darkness’’ (Mt. 25:30). A different 
Greek word is used for the destiny 
of angels. that sinned, and who 
were cast into Tartarus committing 
them ‘‘to pits of nether gloom’’ as 
the R.S.V. translates it (2 Pet. 2:4), 
and ‘‘in eternal chains in the nether 
gloom’’ (Jude 6). Both of these 
Greek words are combined in further 
expressions where the deniers of 
the Word of God are said to have 
their place reserved forever in ‘‘the 
mist of darkness’’ (2 Pet. 2:17), 
and in ‘‘the blackness of darkness’’ 
(Jude 13). 


In the light of these passages it 
is not amiss to tell the unsaved that 
they will never see any other being 
in their eternal punishment—it will 
be a solitary punishment. In some 
cases it would seem to be a confine- 
ment, in other cases a dark wander- 
ing in an unending desert of black- 
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ness, alone. Where the fires of 
conscience burn or the worm of 
memory gnaws, the worst will be 
that the individual has gone his 
lonely black way without God. 


YES, “PEOPLE ARE LIKE THAT” 


Among the delightful cartoons 
and sententious phrases which break 
up the text in the back of the Sat- 
urday Evening Post, and which 
make me open that magazine from 
the back whenever I see a copy, was 
a recent question and answer item 
called ‘‘People are like that.’’ 

‘Are big-city clergymen, bishops, 
and church leaders actually taller 
and heavier than the small-town 
rank and file, or is that a false 
notion? Before trying to answer, 
think back over the clergymen you 
know. Then make allowances for 
the fact that there are exceptions 
to every rule. And so—the an- 
swer?’’ 

Quite naturally, at that point, I 
thought of the fact that I might be 
called a ‘‘big-city clergyman,’’ and 
that I am over six feet two, and that 
I weigh—too much. I knew what the 
answer was going to be, and, sadly, 
I knew why. 

The Post put it this way: ‘‘ Actu- 
ally, according to a study made by 
a Harvard University professor, 
clergymen filling important big-city 
pulpits, bishoprics, and other high 
church offices are quite likely to be 
larger and heavier than the rest. 
Such findings suggest that size, and 
the energy and drive which usually 
go with it, are somehow related to 
success. But if you’re small, don’t 
give up easily. History is full of 
great little men and women.”’ 

And at that point I thought of 
some of the ‘‘great little men’’ who 
had done wonders for the Lord. 
First, there was Paul. He knew what 
people said about him—‘‘his bodily 
presence is weak, and his speech 
contemptible’’ (2 Cor. 10:10). And 
Christ Himself would have passed 
totally unnoticed in the crowd, ex- 
cept that God sent John before Him 
to let men know who He really was 
(John 1:7, 10). And if anyone had 
noticed Him it would have been to 
turn away from Him with disdain 
(Isa. 53:2, 3). That should be 
enough. 

We rather imagine that the 
Seribes and the Pharisees were taller 
and heavier than the twelve disci- 
ples, though God is certainly no 
respecter of measuring tape and 
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bathroom scales. One of our greatest 
hymns was written by Thomas Bin- 
ney, whose nickname was ‘‘Little 
Binney.’’ He wrote: 
Eternal light! Eternal light! 
How pure the soul must be 
Which, placed within Thy searching 
sight, 
Doth shrink not, but with undismayed 
delight 
Can live, and look on Thee. 


And how big little Binney was 
inside can be seen by the end of 
that hymn: 

There is a way for man to rise 

To that sublime abode; 

An offering and a sacrifice, 

A Holy Spirit’s tender energies, 

An advocate with God. 


These, these prepare us for the sight 
Of holiness above; 

The sons of ignorance and night 
Can ever dwell within th’ eternal light 
Through the eternal love. 


When we know this, our height 
and weight will make no difference. 


ON WHAT DO WE RELY? 


It is not true that, in physics, 
nature abhors a vacuum. But in the 
realm of ideas there is an abhorrence 
of a vacuum. If the mind has no 
true foundation, it can be deceived 
into believing error, and this is true 
of even the greatest minds which 
humanity has produced. 

There is an illustration of this in 
a discussion which has arisen since 
the recent publication of an Essay 
in Physics by Herbert L. Samuel. 
The difference lies between some 
mathematical physicists on the one 
hand and some philosophers on the 
other. The physicists—Nobel Prize 
winners, and great men all ‘‘have 
taken the cocksureness out of Vic- 
torian physics and shown that what 
we used to regard as common sense 
is simply a half-savage way of 
looking at the universe. ‘Forces’ 
are abolished. Laws of nature are 
shown to be actually man-made— 
succinct formations of statistical 
average. Gone is the old distinction 
between matter and energy, because 
one can be converted into the other. 
Instead of certainty we have a high 
degree of probability, so that the 
odds are multiquadrillions to one 
that what we call grass is what it 
seems to be. Cause and effect are 
just relics of animism.’’ Funda- 
mentally, of course, that is the posi- 
tion of atheism. Even Einstein has 
become uncomfortable in such a 
position. 


Lord Samuel, in his new book, 
ranges himself with the philosophers. 
He wants to retain cause and effect, 
One reviewer says, ‘‘Nothing sue- 
ceeds like success’ in life and in 
physies. It is because the space-time 
continuum explains what cannot 
be explained by Euclidean geometry 
(the motions of the planet Mereury 
for example) that it has to be ac- 
cepted. For all their success physi- 
cists know no more about reality 
than the rest of us. Somehow reality 
slips out of their equations, leaving 
them staring at Greek symbols. Like 
many others Lord Samuel finds that 
physicists are not dealing with 
reality.’’ 

Starting from different viewpoints 
both Einstein and Lord Samuel 
arrive at the conclusion that what 
goes on in the universe cannot be 
the result of chance. But if the con- 
clusions of the physicists, who be- 
lieve that chance rules, be rejected, 
on what shall we rely? Einstein 
answers: ‘‘I put my trust in my 
int:.ition.”’ 

In other words, the final conclu- 
sion is that man is exalted to the 
place of God. It is a sad picture. The 
matter is summed up in two verses 
from the Scriptures: ‘‘Professing 
themselves to be wise, they became 
fools’’ (Rom. 1:22), and, ‘‘The fool 
hath said in his heart, There is no 
God’’ (Psa. 14:1). As for all true 
believers, we shall continue to rely 
on the revelation of God in His 
Word that centers in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


THE LAST SHALL BE FIRST 


The Philadelphia newspapers re- 
cently carried the story of the will 
of a clerk in the warehouse of the 
American Stores Company. After 
20 years in his job which the world 
might have looked upon as menial 
this man died leaving an estate of 
$10,000 all of which was designated 
for the support of native evangelists 
under Gordon Chapman in Japan. 
The Bible Institute of Hokkaido 
under Dr. Chapman has been built 
since the war by funds which came 
through the church of which the 
Editor is the Pastor. 


The chief lesson of a story like 
this is that a man who went around 
his common tasks lived in such a 
way that he could lay up for him- 
self treasures in Heaven. There are 
going to be many surprises when 
the Books are opened. 


Faith is your trust in another; faithfulness is your worthiness to be trusted 15 
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Letters to the early church against the background of their times 


The First Epistle of John 
CHAPTER TWO, VERSES ONE AND TWO 
My little children, I am writing 
these things to you in order that you 
may not sin. And if anyone sin we 
have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the Righteous. And He 
Himself is the propitiation for our 
sins, and not for ours only but for the 
whole world. 


In a sudden access of tenderness 
the old apostle turns from “we” to 
“I,” and addresses his readers with 
the affectionate vocative which he is 
to repeat six times. No one had a 
better right than the last survivor of 
the Twelve to look upon himself as 
the father of the family of faith. Those 
who desire long and intimate study 
of the mind of John should note and 
seek in this letter the thronging 
echoes of the Gospel. It is often pos- 
sible to seize and to enjoy the pass- 
ing images in that rich store. Here 
he is remembering the strange, tense 
atmosphere in the room which Judas 
had just left, and hearing again the 
accents of a Voice which had haunted 
sixty years. “Little children, yet a 
little while I am with you . . .” How 
true it was now of the last remaining 
member of that party. And how well 
he was using those rich evening 
years. The aged should study John. 
The Venerable Bede in the famous 
story, using his last breath to dictate 
the translation of the Fourth Gospel, 
was John’s true disciple. He deserves 
more. Something of the scorn of Ten- 
nyson’s Ulysses for those “who store 
and hoard themselves,” would bring 
back vigor and usefulness to many 
lives which have become too pre- 
occupied with death. 


This Christlike tenderness precedes 


a warning. He would have his people 
know that there must be no surren- 


16 Is God the first person you speak to when you awaken? 


der. In the latter half of Chapter One 
he has insisted on the reality and sin- 
fulness of sin in special reference to 
those who were making light of evil. 
He writes, “that they may not sin,” 
for nothing in his message must be 
understood as conferring a licence to 
sin. He foresees, in fact, a two-fold 
perversion—that sin is an abiding 
necessity which, like a physical defect 
we “must learn to live with,” and 
against which strife is useless, or that 
we may sin with licence, since we 
have Christ to cleanse us. No, no, 


‘John answers, the whole drift of my 


message is that you should not sin. 
In truth we have this forgiveness if 
we seek it in humble confession, but 
the whole effect of knowledge of 
God, God who is Light, should be to 
inspire a hatred of darkness and all 


‘that belongs to it. 


And yet John knows how hard is 
the way, and hastens to repeat what 
he has already said: “If anyone com- 
mit a sin, we have an advocate.” The 
tense in the Greek text is aorist, and 
the emphasis, in consequence upon 
the act of sin, not the state. “Sin not, 
but if any man sin .. .” The rapid 
transition places sin and its remedy 
in close proximity as they are ever 
meant to be. And note that the writer 
passes humbly to the first person— 

we” have an advocate. 


This last word, another strong echo 
of the Gospel, needs a little attention. 
It is one of the best known Greek 
words in New Testament theology, 
although it occurs only five times, 
once here, and four times in the Gos- 
pel. It is sometimes translated “com- 
forter,” but “advocate” is the only 
rendering which fits all contexts. The 
word, sometimes Anglicized as “Para- 
clete,” literally means “someone 
called alongside,” with the implied 
meaning of help. In the Gospel it 


refers to the Holy Spirit, alongside 
in Christ’s place, to woo us to deeper 
experience. Here it refers to the In- 
tercessor (Rom. 8:34), who pleads 
for His own in Heaven. In John 14:16 
that function of the Lord is implied. 
The Holy Spirit was to be “another” 
advocate. 

How much betier is this than the 
law. “He who fulfils one command- 
ment,” ran a Rabbinical tract, “has 
gained for himself one advocate” 
(the Johannine word is used). “He 
who commits one transgression has 
gained one accuser.” If such were the 
case, as Jowett’s hymn puts it: “How 
helpless and hopeless we sinners had 


been. VERSES THREE TO SIX 

And in this we get to know that we 
know Him, if we keep His command- 
ments. He who says: “I know Him,” 
and does not keep His commandments 
is a liar and the truth is not in him, 
but whoever keeps His work, in this 
man truly is the love of God victori- 
ous. Thus we know that we are “in 
Him.” The one who professes to 
“abide in Him” is bound so to walk 
as He walked. 

In this passage John returns to the 
Gnostics, or at least to the group of 
pseudo-Christian philosophers from 
whom the Gnostics sprang. There was 
high talk among them of “knowing 
God,” and being “in Him,” mystically 
united on a plane denied to lesser 
intellects. “Knowledge,” as any stu- 
dent of Greek thought knows, was 
the passion of the Greeks. Knowledge 
and mysticism had united in Plato. 
Knowledge, in the speculations of 
that mighty mind, had been a path 
to Heaven. That is why Platonism 
could never have become a Gospel. 
Something nearer the heart, some- 
thing wider and more simple was 
needed, if the common people were 

(Continued on page 38) 
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IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS 


By Donald Grey Barnhouse 


GO UP TO BETH-EL, AND DWELL THERE (35:1) 
March 1 
It is God who speaks to Jacob again, and with a 
definite command. The thirty-fourth chapter does not 
mention God, and is ful] of lust, murder, deceit, and 
wretchedness. The chapter we now begin is filled with 
God. The name of God appears ten times, plus once as 
God Almighty, El Shaddai, plus eleven times in the 
names Bethel and Israel. The contrast is striking, as it 
always must be when we look at the life of a believer 
living out of the will of God and at the life of that 
same believer when he gets back into the will of God. 
There was, of course, no change in relationship—Jacob 
was as much a child of God when living in the circum- 
stances of evil as when living in the circumstances of 
worship—the change is one of fellowship. Relationship 

can never be lost; fellowship can be lost. 

Lord, may we dwell with Thee. 


MAKE THERE AN ALTAR UNTO GOD (35:1) March 2 
It was the’love of God that was calling Jacob back 
to fellowship with Himself. Through all of the way- 
wardness of these past years, culminating in the mur- 
derous savagery of his sons, Jacob had been pursued 
by this never-changing love. It is impossible for the 
Lord to forget those whom He has chosen for Himself. 
Their spiritual declension and their years of wandering 
are calculated to wear down their resistance and to 
bring irresistible grace to its supreme triumph. It had 
been thirty years since Jacob had vowed to return, and 
he had been living in Shechem for ten years, and Bethel 
was only thirty miles away. How possible it is to move 
in the direction of surrender and yet fall short of it. 
“If He is not Lord of all, He is not Lord at all.” 
Shechem’s altar (33:20) can never be accepted by God; 
religious practices without the surrender of the heart 
are totally unacceptable to the God of holiness and 
grace. He must bring His child back to the place of 

blessing. 
Lord, transplant us to Thy place. 


GOD, THAT APPEARED UNTO THEE (35:1) March 3 

Grace writes itself on our memory and will never 
allow us to forget the joys that we have known from 
its touch. The prodigal son was stirred to return to his 
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father’s house by the memory of the food he had once 
eaten at the father’s table (Lk. 15:17). David was 
brought back to repentance through the memory of the 
joy he had once experienced (Psa. 51:12). Cowper sang, 


Where is the blessedness I knew 
When first I saw the Lord? 
Where is the soul-refreshing view 
Of Jesus and His Word? 


Jacob was now going through the same experience with 
God. God Himself describes it later in the song of 
Moses: “For the Lord’s portion is His people; Jacob 
His allotted heritage. He found him in a desert land... 
He encircled him, He cared for him, He kept him as 
the apple of His eye. Like an eagle that stirs up its 
nest . .. the Lord alone did lead him.” 

Lord, stir up our nest. 


JACOB SAID UNTO HIS HOUSEHOLD (35:2) 
March 4 
It is never too late to mend. There is a remarkable 
change which now takes place in the patriarch. In the 
previous chapter he had been weak and vacillating. He 
had failed to act when it was time to act and had failed 
to speak when it was time to speak. He had been utterly 
dominated by his savage sons. But now there is a spir- 
itual change in Jacob that is so marked that it com- 
mands the immediate respect of these wayward sons 
and their immediate obedience. Let no father and 
mother who have allowed their children to grow up 
in worldliness think that things are beyond repair. Let 
the parents get absolutely right with God and that fact 
will convey itself to the minds of the wayward ones 
beyond question. The foot may not be put down in 
self will, but the renewed and transformed heart can 
command allegiance. 


Lord, bring us down to new beginnings. 


PUT AWAY THE STRANGE GODS THAT ARE 
AMONG YOU (35:2) March 5 
How revealing is this command! Rachel had stolen 
her father’s household gods (31:34) and brought them 
with her to the land which the Lord had given to her 
husband and her children. But it would seem that the 
sons had also acquired more idols, and the servants of 
the household which had been hired from among 
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Laban’s people or since the company had reached 
Palestine were also idolaters. All of this had to be 
changed. The blessing of God can never be upon any- 
thing that has demon-gods mixed up with it, for “all 
the gods of the peoples are demons” (Psa. 96:5, Heb.). 
And how sad to contemplate the fact that the people 
of God can slip, insensibly, from a place of highest 
position and blessing to a place of weakest compromise. 
But now Jacob is moved by the Spirit of God, and 
issues the commandment for separation which should 
have been given years before. 

Lord, give us courage to put things away. 


BE CLEAN (35:2) March 6 
They were to purify themselves from all contacts 
with the things which would take their minds back to 
the gods of the peoples around them. “Cleanliness is 
next to godliness” is not a Bible phrase but it is a 
Biblical idea. In.the New Testament, after describing 
the rites by which the earthly sanctuary was cleansed 
by the sprinkling of the blood, the Holy Spirit reminds 
us that our bodies, the spiritual sanctuaries, the temples 
of the Holy Spirit, are to be kept clean. “Therefore, 
brethren, since we have confidence to enter the sanc- 
tuary by the blood of Jesus . . . and since we have a 
great priest over the house of God, let us draw near 
with a true heart . . . with our hearts sprinkled clean 
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 
pure water” (Heb. 10:19-22 RSV). The yielded Chris- 

tian must have a cleansed body. 
Lord, may we form habits of cleanliness. 


CHANGE YOUR GARMENTS (35:2) March 7 

Garments, throughout the Bible, are symbols of the 
inward character of the individual. The inward life of 
the unregenerate is described in terms of a polluted 
garment, “We are all as an unclean thing, and all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6). The Lord 
God clotheth Himself with light, as with a garment 
(Psa. 104:2). At the marriage supper of the Lamb it 
was granted to the bride, the Lamb’s wife, “that she 
should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for 
the fine linen is the righteousness of saints” (Rev. 
19:8). As soon as Jacob was called to go back to Bethel 
there was spiritual preparation that included the put- 
ting away of all garments that might have been spotted 
in the pagan rites which included the most degrading 
phallic practices. Jacob was commanding that which 
Jude would set forth, “Others save with fear, pulling 
them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted 
by the flesh” (Jude 23). 


Lord, may our clothes remind us of Thee. 


LET US ARISE, AND GO (35:3) March 8 

This is a trumpet blast to charge. There is no dallying 
any more in Jacob. There is no hesitation or vacilla- 
tion. The prodigal son came to the place of decision 
and said, “I will arise, and go to my father” (Lk. 15: 
18). Jacob, the prodigal father, has now come to the 
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place of decision in which he speaks for himself and 
for his household, as a father should. “Let us arise and 
go to Bethel.” At Peniel God had revealed to Jacob the 
great truth that a man does not have to worry about 
his relationships with men providing that his relation- 
ship with God is right. Power with God will bring 
power with men in its train. The first illustration had 
been given in the way that Esau was overcome by the 
grace and wisdom of God. Now Jacob is laying hold on 
that which had been illustrated after Peniel, and thus 
he speaks with the authority of God and is obeyed. 


Lord, may our voice carry the tone 
of Thy blessing and authority. 


1 WILL MAKE THERE AN ALTAR (35:3) March 9 
God’s love will always pursue His children. He had 
begun with Jacob at Bethel and He will bring Jacob 
back to the place of blessing. Jacob had made a solemn 
vow that if God would be with him and bless him, 
keeping him, feeding him, clothing him, and bringing 
him back home safély, the Lord would then be Jacob’s 
God and Bethel would be God’s house, and that a tithe 
should be given to the Lord (28:20-22). The Lord had 
performed all that Jacob had asked, and much more, 
yet Jacob had not performed any part of that which 
he had promised. God was now requiring Jacob to fulfill 
his part in the covenant which Jacob had proposed. 
When the altar was finally set up then Jacob could 
begin to fulfill the spiritual portion of his covenant. 
The Lord can never let us go until we have given to 
Him that which is really His own. 
Lord, strengthen us to do the things we have promised. 


GOD, WHO ANSWERED ME IN THE 
DAY OF MY DISTRESS (35:3) March 10 
Much of the reason behind the necessity of trouble 
is that we shall learn to know the Lord who will answer 
in the day of our distress. As long as things go the way 
we want them to go, we will not turn to the Lord. The 
chief characteristic of the human heart is its desire to 
be independent, and distress, brought to us from God, 
is calculated to destroy our calmness, bring us to the 
realization that we can do nothing for ourselves, and 
make us aware that there is the Lord who is God, and 
who alone can meet our need. When we have come to 
such realizations our distresses will shine like dark 
stones under fluorescent light and we shall realize that 
the Lord was wooing us from the independence which 
brings slavery unto .the dependence which brings 
liberty. Then we shall know that which He wants us to 
know: that He is greater than all our circumstances. 
Lord, bring us to dependence, even through distress. 


GOD, WHO .. . WAS WITH ME IN THE 

WAY WHICH I WENT (35:3) March 11 
Jacob had vowed, “If God will be with me” (28:20) 

. . . He shall be my God. Now, years later, he ac- 

knowledges that God had been with him wherever he 

had gone. This is none other than the God of resur- 

rection life. In the New Testament the Lord Jesus 

(Continued on page 33) 
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UNDERGOING RENOVATION — 


A STUDY OF ROMANS 12:1,2 


PART 2 


By Herbert Henry Ehrenstein 


Minister, Bethany Baptist Church, Philadelphia 


N our previous study, we considered the first verse of 

this great 12th chapter of Paul’s epistle to the Ro- 
mans. He urged his readers, by the mercies or tender 
compassion of God, to present their bodies as a living 
sacrifice to God. 

And just as we closed the message, we pointed out 
that there are three characteristics which Paul sub- 
mitted by which the sacrifice you and I are to give over 
to the Lord may be identified. It must be holy, it must 
be well-pleasing to the Lord, and it must be a rational, 
logical, well-thought-out-proposition. 

In this present study, we propose to continue with 
verse 2, our exposition of these opening verses and see 
the follow-up Paul gave to the challenge set forth in 
the preliminary study. And again, may I remind you 
that we are trying to set forth what the original Greek 
text actually presents; that is to say, we want to come 
as close as possible to what the Holy Spirit placed in 
Paul’s mind to write to the Christians at Rome. The 
text (Romans 12:2), of course, is familiar to you: “And 
be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what 
is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God.” 

Every one of us is guilty of being a conformist. If you 
drive a car, the very fact that you drive on the right 
side of the street is an indication that you are conform- 
ing to the traffic rules. Or, when fashions dictate that 
women’s skirts shall be worn long, almost all women 
immediately conform to fashion and wear them long. 
When fashion states that stockings are no longer neces- 
sary, American women submit to this pattern at once. 
When fashion first decided that men might wear white 
shoes in the summer, shoe stores blossomed out with 
white shoe sales all over, so that men might conform to 
pattern and style. And we could go on, endlessly, 
giving illustration after illustration of our conformity 
to the style and pattern of the world. 

And then we turn and read what Paul said, that the 
Christian must not be conformed to this world. Does 
this mean that the Christian is to go about looking like 
a rag-a-muffin, an outcast, or an out-of-date visitor 
from another planet because he does not keep up with 
customs of the day? Is the Christian to make himself 
ludicrous and even obnoxious by refusing to conform 
to the simple standards of his day? I do not believe 
that is what Paul has reference to here. The key to the 
matter is in the word “world”—“Be not conformed to 


this world ...” The child of God must weigh carefully 
what the world expects of him and he is, of course, 
permitted to go along with the world and the patterns 
of the world in which he lives, in all things which are 
not in opposition to the things of the Lord. Certainly 
no Christian is disobeying the Lord by driving his car 
on the right side of the street in conformity with rules 
which require this. Nor are we dishonoring Christ by 
dressing in a fashionable, though modest and inexpen- 
sive way. This is not what the apostle is dealing with 
in our text. The word “conform” suggests a scheming 
with the world, or a close patterning of your entire 
mode of living after the world and its populace, and such 
scheming suggests a turning away from Christ and the 
leadings of the Holy Spirit. This is what Paul is set 
against. Do not put your head together with the un- 
saved of the world to plan to be like them. 

I believe this should be placed alongside Paul’s in- 
junction in 2 Corinthians 6:14—“Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship 
hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what 
communion hath light with darkness?” No Christian has 
any right whatever to join himself with any unbeliever 
in any binding alliance, whether it be in marriage, or a 
business partnership, or lasting friendship. The Bible 
absolutely forbids this, and Paul seems to teach it here 
as well, when he tells the child of God not to join 
himself with the world in pattern or form. 

There is a beautiful contrast drawn here, however, 
between being conformed and transformed. It is almost 
as if Paul, like a Military Policeman in wartime, sternly 
stood at a fork in the road and pointed the approaching 
Christian away from one of the roads which appeared 
to be well-paved, saying: “This is not the pathway the 
Christian must tread. It is marked ‘Conformity.’” Then, 
indicating the other, a rather bumpy, rough road, Paul 
would say, “Here is the road you as a child of God must 
take. It looks rough, and difficult to travel, but in 
following its winding direction you will be transformed.” 
Conformed—Transformed: and a world of difference 
between the two. 

The word “transformed” is a most interesting word. 
Those of you who have had any training in the sciences 
know something of the process of change known as 
“Metamorphosis.” That is a long, fifty-dollar word 
which simply means to change from one form into 
another. One of the best illustrations, of course, is the 
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butterfly. When you walk through the park and a multi- 
colored butterfly flutters past your face, you know that 
the butterfly was not always such a beautiful creature. 
It went through a series of stages of development to 
become what it is, and someone looking at the ugly, 
creeping things we call caterpillars, would never believe 
that they could produce the beautiful, winged body that 
alights on bushes and grass. This butterfly started out 
in the ugly pupa stage, and then developed gradually 
into the larva stage, or the caterpillar-like bug that 
worms its way along the park-benches you want to sit 
on. Then, the caterpillar weaves its heavy overcoat 
about itself, and fastens itself to a tree. You have all 
seen the cocoons lining the bark of trees. This is the 
caterpillar which has encased itself in its development 
process. And much later, the marvelous program of 
metamorphosis is completed as the now lovely butterfly 
forces it way out of the encasement of the cocoen, and 
flies out into the sunlight. This is metamorphosis; this 
is the change from one form and nature ‘to another. 
And the Greek word which Paul used for “transformed” 
is akin to metamorphosis. 

This is what Paul expects of you; and me. He says, 
“Be not conformed to this world, but be transformed 
(metamorphoomai) ...” There is a verse (2 Cor. 5:17) 
which we all remember, and yet which many of us take 
so lightly: “If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creation: old things are passed away; behold, all things 
have become new.” How often that is quoted, and how 
little it is lived. Every Christian recognizes the truth 
of the process of conversion—of being “born again”— 
and knows that we receive a new nature through that 
process. But how few of us put the new nature to work 
as the butterfly does when it breaks out of the coffin- 
like cocoon. It immediately puts wings to work which 
it never used before. And as the butterfly uses the 
wings, it finds out they are perfectly capable of sustain- 
ing in flight. Just so when the Christian puts the new, 
divine nature to work for him, he finds out that it is 
perfectly capable of empowering him for his daily life. 
“Be not conformed . . . be transformed!” 

Now, the question reaches us, how? How shall we 
be transformed? What is the process we must go through 
to be transformed? The answer is right in our text: 
“. .. by the renewing of your mind...” When you 
have a renovating job done on your house or apartment, 
what is done? Is it just a slapping of some paint on the 
wall, or the covering up of the old wall paper with new? 
It may be, but if so, it is a slipshod job and will not hold 
up well. A real renovating job was done recently on 
the White House in Washington, where the whole place 
was given a complete overhauling. Defective beams 
were torn down and replaced. Old boards were removed 
and new ones took their place. The exterior of the 
building was refinished and the interior was completely 
done over. This is a thorough renovation—a complete 
renewal. The entire place must be done—outside and 
inside. Either is not adequate; both must be taken care 
of. And this idea of renovation is the thought that Paul 
endeavors to convey to his readers. It is such a com- 
pletely thorough renewal that must be done in the 
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heart and life of the believer in order for the trans- 
formation process to be satisfactory. The renewing of 
the mind is a necessity in order to be able to understand 
the will of God. 

It is a known fact, of course, that the person who has 
not been born again cannot understand the Bible. Now 
and then someone comes to me and tells me that he 
cannot understand the Bible; that, to him, it is just a 
lot of words that have no significance at all, and he 
cannot see how I can get so much out of a Bible text. 
Now, right away when someone says this, I begin to 
suspect one of two things: either the man is a lost 
soul who has never been born again, and does not have 
the life of God in him; or he is a carnal Christian who 
is not walking in the Spirit. For the Christian who 
knows and loves the Lord Jesus will immediately begin 
to understand Biblical truth as-he feeds upon the Word 
—yes, even in the first days of his new life in Christ. 
But it is “the natural man (who) receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). 

It is utterly impossible for us to expect the lost soul 
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General S. L. A. Marshall has discovered that a group of men 
interviewed immediately after battle are in such a state of 
shock that they can only tell the truth. Officially it has been 
called by the name of Group Method. “The average man 
cannot lie in the presence of comrades who would contradict 
him if he were telling an untruth; and haunted by the memory 
of the recent dead, he will not lie.” Whether this is com- 
pletely accurate may be open to question. We do know, 
however, that when the Lord arrays the lost before Him at 
the judgment of the great white throne there will be no 
lying. “Every mouth will be stopped and all the world be 
brought guilty before God” (Rom. 3:19), and all of the judg- 
ment of God will be according to truth (Rom. 2:2). The way 
out is to come to Christ who is the truth (John 14:6). 
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The Lord heth prepared His throne in the Heavens; and 


His kingdom ruleth over all. 


THE DILIGENT DEVIL 

At the time of the English 
Reformation Bishop Latimer, in his 
famous sermon on The Plough, 
wrote, ‘‘Who is the most diligent 
bishop and prelate in all England, 
that passeth all the rest in doing 
his office?’’ And the Bishop answers 
his question, ‘‘It is the Devil. He is 
the most diligent preacher of all 
others; he is never out of his dio- 
cese ; he is never away from his cure; 
you will never find him unoccupied 
... he is ever at his plough .. .”’ 


BASIS FOR VIRTUE 

Bishop Herbert Welch, 90, came 
out of ‘‘retirement’’ to preach a 
sermon in Christ Methodist Church 
in New York. Long bishop of the 
Methodist Church in the Orient, Dr. 
Welch said: 

‘*Christianity goes farther than 
the basic principles of good conduct 
such as integrity and loyalty. 

“‘Tt erects a superstructure of the 
gentler virtues of grace and charm 
that are like the vines that beautify 
the rocks,’’ he explained. ‘‘A Chris- 
tian without charm is a poor invest- 
ment for divine grace. 

‘‘Nor is good conduct all. Impec- 
cable behavior may be due simply 
to respect or fear of the law. In any 
just judgment of a man you must 
ask not only what he does, but why. 
Assumed virtues are like the bells 
and balls on a Christmas tree.”’ 


LATIN AMERICAN PROGRAM 

The Ford Foundation has given 
the Roman Catholic Church a large 
sum of money to launch a program 
of agricultural development for 
farms in Latin America. The Con- 
gress for the launching of the pro- 
gram was held in Manizales, Colom- 
bia. Thirty bishops of the R. C. 
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Church for South America were 
present, also several government of- 
ficials including U. S. representa- 
tives of the point four program. 
Three U. S. bishops (Kansas City, 
Covington, Ky., and the Superior of 
the Maryknoll fathers) attended. 
Msgr. Luigi Ligutti, head of the 
Congress, described the meeting as 
a ‘‘Catholie philosophical and social 
Point Four program.’’ With the 
united funds of the Ford Founda- 
tion and the large grants from the 
U. S. government, the Roman 
Church should do well by itself in 
Latin America. 


CHINESE CHRISTIAN LITERATURE 

The Council on Christian Litera- 
ture for Overseas Chinese which was 
established in Hong Kong a little 
over a year ago, after the with- 
drawal of Christian missionaries 
from China, has already published 
over 70 Christian works in Chinese. 


EAST AFRICAN PROBLEM 

The British Government has is- 
sued a White Paper, Land and Popu- 
lation in East Africa, which is of 
real importance in view of the up- 
risings of the Mau Mau and the 
murder of many white settlers. Sir 
Philip Mitchell, head of the Royal 
Commission which went out to in- 
vestigate the situation, says in this 
Paper: 

‘‘The problem is a human prob- 
lem, compounded of the needs, 
hopes, and fears of a great mass of 
people, most of whom are at the 
present time sadly handicapped by 
ignorance, ill-health, poverty, and 
inexperience for the world which 
has rushed upon them with a be- 
wildering suddenness .. . There is, 
in consequence, a task of ever-in- 
creasing urgency for the Christian 
Churches.’’ 
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The principal American missions 
in that disturbed section of the 
world include the Africa Inland 
Mission and the Gospel Furthering 
Fellowship. It is a time of great 
urgency. Any gifts sent to Ererniry 
for work in Kenya Colony will be 
forwarded, without deduction, to 
various works operating in that 
critical area. 


JEWRY’S NEW PERSECUTORS 

Three events in recent weeks have 
given evidence of Soviet hostility 
toward the Jews. An unusual pro- 
portion of the victims of the Com- 
munist purge in the east German 
village of Klein Machnow were 
Jews; Russian diplomatic represent- 
atives were conspicuously absent 
from the ceremonial inauguration 
of Mr. Ben-Zvi, the new President 
of Israel, and finally, and most 
dramatically, eleven out of the four- 
teen Czechoslovak Communists con- 
demned in the Prague treason trial 
were also Jewish. There can be no 
doubt that in this new campaign the 
satellite countries are acting in 
obedience to direction from Moscow. 

All this is a part of the stirring 
that nest. take place in the hearts 
of this people. God will never let 
them come to rest. They still furnish 
the outstanding public proof of the 
verbal truth of the Word of God, 
and by their very troubles point to 
the coming of their Messiah, who 
will be found to be none other than 
the Lord Jesus, come back the sec- 
ond time. 


COMMERCIAL SPONSORSHIP 
Rabbi Norman Lamm, of Congre- 
gation Beth Israel, New York, 
strongly criticized the commercially 
sponsored program of Bishop Ful- 
ton Sheen. ‘‘To teach the Word of 
(Continued on page 30) 
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BY DONALD F. ACKLAND 


MARCH 22, 1953 

In the Shadow of the Cross 
LESSON TEXT: Matthew 26:6-13, 26-30 
Golden Text: “I lay down My life, that I 
might take it again. No man taketh it 
from Me, but I lay it down of Myself” 
(John 10:17-18). 

Our studies in Matthew’s Gospel, ex- 
tended over six months; draw to a close 
with the story of our Lord’s passion and 
resurrection, timed for the season of the 
year when we remember these great events. 

From the longest chapter in the Gospel, 
covering many incidents immediately pre- 
ceding the crucifixion, two have been 
selected for special consideration. The set- 
ting in each case is a meal, the first given 
for Jesus and the second by Jesus. At 
Bethany, the meal furnished the occasion 
for a demonstration of love for our Lord 
on the part of a grateful woman. In Jeru- 
salem, the passover meal became the oc- 
casion for a setting forth of Christ’s love 
for men as, in the symbols of bread and 
wine, He foreshadowed the cross on which 
He would give Himself for their redemp- 
tion. 

Clearly, our task as teachers is to pre- 
sent the evidence of God’s love in Christ 
with the purpose of inducing reciprocal 
love. As He gave Himself for us, so also 
must we give in response, not grudgingly 
and inadequately, but willingly and abun- 
dantly. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

The story of the Bethany feast is given 
by Matthew, Mark, and John., Each. con- 
tributes to our knowledge of what took 
place. Simon the leper is named as host 
by Matthew and Mark (14:3). We neces- 
sarily conclude that Simon was no longer 
a leper, and this suggests the possibility 
that he had been healed by our Lord. It 
is from John 12:1-9 that we learn most 
about this feast. There Martha, Mary, and 
Lazarus are named as present. Remember- 
ing that only six weeks had elapsed since 
the raising of Lazarus (John 11), it is 
not difficult to see in this feast a gesture 
of gratitude on the part of the people of 
Bethany. Simon’s house was most suitable 
for the occasion, and if, as we suppose, he 
had been healed by Jesus we can realize 
how willingly he would offer its use. 
Martha was responsible for the culinary 
arrangements, which we would expect in 
the light of Luke 10:40; and Lazarus was 
there as a center of attraction (John 12:9). 





Mr. Ackland was Editorial Secretary of the 
London City Mission (England) for many years. 
He is currently an Editorial Associate of the 
Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, Nashville, Tennessee. 


22 


And what of Mary? John identifies her 
as the woman with the alabaster box of 
precious ointment. She must not be con- 
fused with that woman “which was a 
sinner” who rendered a similar service to 
Jesus as recorded in Luke 7:36 ff. The two 
anointings are distinct and different. The 
fact that the name Simon occurs in both 
incidents should not confuse us: it was 
one of the commonest names among the 
Jews and occurs frequently in the Gospels 
and elsewhere in the New Testament. The 
first anointing took place in Galilee early 
in our Lord’s ministry. The second oc- 
curred in Judea in the last week of His 
munistry. 


“For My Burial” 

The value of the cruse of oil is stated 
by Mark and John as “three hundred 
pence,” which, at a penny (or denarius) as 
a day’s wage for a laborer, meant a year’s 
income. John tells us that the criticism of 
this action as “waste” came from Judas 
Iscariot, who coveted the money for his 
own use. In recognizing that Mary had 
wrought a “good work,” or “beautiful 
work,” our Lord did not imply that she 
did it in conscious anticipation of His 
death. This was the interpretation He 
placed on her action. Knowing that death 
awaited Him in the immediate future, He 
accepted Mary’s offering as a last tribute 
of love. : 

Verses 26-30 give us Matthew’s account 
of the institution of the Lord’s Supper. 
Jesus and the disciples had met in a bor- 
rowed room to observe the Passover. That 
feast was over. They had eaten of the 
lamb which recalled deliverance for Israel 
from the bondage of Egypt (Ex. 12); in 
their minds was the incident of the 
sprinkled blood which had- protected the 
homes of God’s people from the death 
angel. Now Jesus says, “This is My body 

. this is My blood.” He was giving 
them a new commemoration: a remem- 
brance meal of bread and wine which 
would recall a greater deliverance. than 
that from Egypt. Henceforth when men 
took the bread they would think of the 
Lamb of God slain for us; and when they 
drank the wine they would recall a blood- 
shedding more potent than all the blood of 
beasts, “the blood of Jesus Christ his 
[God’s] Son” which “cleanseth us from all 
sin.” 

Our Lord’s statement in verse 29: “I will 
not drink henceforth . . . until that day 
when I drink it new with you in My 
Father’s kingdom” should be paired with 
Paul’s words: “As often as ye eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the 
Lord’s death till He come” (1 Cor. 11: 
26). The table encourages the forward 


look of anticipation, knowing that one day 
those who love the Lord will feast with 
Him not in symbol and in spirit only, but 
face to face. 


LESSON PLAN 

1. A Table Spread for Us 
a. Significant symbols 
b. Blessing in remembrance 
c. A table of testimony 

2. A Table Spread for Him 
a. A gesture of gratitude 
b. An act of witness 
c. A gift of love 

1. We have a great advantage over the 
saints of the Old Testament and of Gospel 
days. They looked forward to Christ’s 
redemptive work, perceiving it but dimly. 
We look back upon that work accom- 
plished and rejoice in the fact of redeem- 
ing love revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Of Mary’s offering of precious ointment 
Jesus said, “She did it for My burial.” 
How much that grateful woman under- 
stood of Christ’s love for her we cannot 
say; but to us is given the privilege of 
stand'ng this side of the cross and of 
knowing that He loved us enough to die 
for us. This is the message of the bread 
and the wine. Of each the Master. said, 
“Given for you . . . shed for you” (Lk. 
22:19-20) ; so that we view them as _re- 
minders of that surpassing love which em- 
braced death on our behalf that we might 
have life unending. 

Christ instituted the supper that we 
might have blessing in remembrance. He 
knows the: frailty of our nature, and so 
provided a recurring memorial to keep 
memory green. At His invitation, we 
gather again and again around this table; 
and so our thoughts are directed to Him 
who died for us. Every observance of the 
Lord’s Supper is a pilgrimage to Calvary 
where our gratitude may be deepened, our 
wonder increased, our indebtedness recog- 
nized, ‘our. loyalty challenged, and our 
vows renewed. 

Paul saw in the Lord’s table a testimony 
to others. Pagan religions had their ornate 
rituals which their devotees proudly per- 
formed. Christians have this simple meal 
partaking of which they “shew the Lord’s 
death till He come.” More correctly these 
words read as an exhortation: “Shew ye 
the Lord’s death.” To neglect this observ- 
ance is to miss a glorious opportunity of 
witnessing to our faith in Him as crucified 
Saviour and coming King. 

2. The supper given in Bethany was a 
great gesture of gratitude. Simon, ap- 
parently, had been healed of leprosy by 
Jesus ;- Lazarus had been raised from the 
dead. Yet their benefits were physical; the 
greater blessing of salvation had yet to be 
released on Calvary’s crimson tide. We re- 
joice in this unspeakable gift. How eager 
we should be for opportunities to display 
our thanks! 

There was something gloriously reckless 
about the Bethany supper. In Jerusalem, 
the leaders of Israel were plotting the 
death of Jesus. Less than two miles away 
these grateful hearts were honoring the 
One whom their leaders sought to kill. In 
the midst of a world at enmity with the 
Son of God, who is prepared to spread a 
table in His name? True gratitude for 
blessings received would surely induce a 
show of loyalty which would disregard all 
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consequences. Yet so often we suppress 
our testimony in surrender to the presence 
and pressure of unbelief. 

Mary went all the way in her love for 
Jesus. She gave the best she had—and 
gave it all! What precious thing have I to 
yield to Him as evidence of the debt I 
owe? Mary’s gift has shed its fragrance 
down the centuries, as Jesus said it would 
(Mt. 26:13). So whatever I bring as my 
love gift to Him will not only bring joy 
to His heart but prove a blessing without 
limit. 


MARCH 29, 1953 

Jesus Is Crucified 
LESSON TEXT: Matthew 27:32-44, 54 
Golden Text: “God commendeth His love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sin- 
ners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). 

Today we are at the very heart of our 
faith: the story of the voluntary, sub- 
stitutionary, redeeming death of our Lord 
Jesus Christ upon the cross. Teachers will 
want to read the entire chapter, not only 
for information, but also (and mainly) as 
a devotional exercise preparing themselves 
for the task of teaching this important 
lesson. 

We concur in this wisdom of selecting 
incidents from this chapter; yet the whole 
story must be kept in mind. The record 
begins with the determination of the re- 
ligious leaders of the Jews “to put Him 
to death.” Through Judas’ too-late re- 
pentance, the vacillation of Pilate, and the 
choice of Barabbas the robber instead of 
the Son of God, the tragedy moves on to 
the rejected plea of Pilate’s frenzied wife, 
to the scourging and mocking of Jesus, 
until we tread the Via Dolorosa and ar- 
rive at Calvary’s cross. True as it is that 
our Lord went of His own will to Gol- 
gotha, the sin of men thrust Him forward 
to His doom. It is that sin which must 
loom large in our thinking about Good 
Friday, for against its somber background 
the love of God shines at its brightest and 
best. That is the message of our Golden 
Text. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

When verse 32 opens, Jesus has already 
suffered excruciatingly at the hands of the 
Roman soldiers. Men condemned to cruci- 
fixion were first scourged, an ordeal of 
barbaric cruelty. Victims usually had to 
carry their own crosses. In our Lord’s case, 
however, perhaps because of His physical 
exhaustion, Simon of Cyrene, a city of 
North Africa, was given this task. It 
appears that he became a Christian, for 
in Mark 15:21 he is referred to as “the 
father of Alexander and Rufus,” evidently 
well-known believers. 

Golgotha, an Aramaic word meaning 
“skull,” probably describes the resemblance 
of the place of crucifixion. The vinegar 
contained an opiate to deaden the nerves 
of the condemned man; but this Jesus 
refused. He was not willing that life 
should slip from Him through passive 
hands, but He remained in command of 
Himself to the last, giving up His life in 
conscious obedience to the Father’s will. 

It was the custom for the executioner’s 
party to divide between themselves the 
victim’s clothes. Rather than rend our 
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Lord’s garment, the soldiers gambled for 
it. Always keen to prove to the Jews how 
Old Testament Scriptures had their ful- 
filment in Christ, Matthew cited Psalm 
22:18, perhaps the greatest of the Messi- 
anic psalms. The bold notice set above 
the head of the crucified Saviour was 
doubtless a Roman warning to the Jews 
as to the fate of any man who might set 
himself up as a king. But what Pilate 
wrote in scorn was a glorious tribute of 
truth—“this is Jesus the King of the 
Jews.” 


Our Divine Redeemer 


Men did their worst in hatred and de- 
rision. Jesus was classified with criminals 
in His death, being crucified between two 
thieves. This was Rome’s contempt. But 
the enmity of the Jews persisted even to 
His dying moments. They reviled Him 
with gestures of scorn, wagging their 
heads at Him and saying, “Thou that de- 
stroyest the temple, and buildest it in three 
days, save Thyself. If Thou be the Son 
of God, come down from the cross.” The 
religious leaders touched bottom in infamy 
when they gave approval to these taunts 
and added their own. Who can wonder that 
thieves joined in the mocking when priests 
set the tune? 

But Jesus was beyond the point where 
human spite could hurt Him. A _ new, 
strange sorrow invaded His heart: a sense 
of desertion by the Father Himself. The 
jeering crowds did not understand when 
He cried, “My God, My God, why hast 
Thou forsaken Me?” (Psa. 22 again). 
How could they? How, indeed, can we? 
For in that awful moment there happened 
to Jesus what can never happen to us: 
alone and unaided He bore the sins of the 
world. 

Contrasted with the scornful unbelief 
of the Jewish religious leadership was the 
amazed confession of the centurion who 
presided at the crucifixion. We do not 
have to read into it a statement of faith 
to catch its wonder. Probably the speaker 
meant no more than: “Truly this was a 
son of heaven”—a god, that is, one among 
the many of pagan Rome. But it was the 
highest tribute this soldier could pay. He 
had seen many die, but never a death like 
this. Admiration, amazement, awe were 
probably mingled in his exclamation; and, 
in the grace of God, it may have led to 
a full and saving faith. 


LESSON PLAN 
1. Carrying the Cross 
a. Friendship’s service 
b. A task unshared 
2. At the Foot of the Cross 
a. Enmity 
b. Unbelief 
c. Indifference 
3. Upon the Cross 
a. A centurion’s tribute 
b. An apostle’s gratitude 
1. Was Simon of Cyrene a_ believer 
before he carried the cross for Jesus, or 
did he become so afterwards? Was it his 


* experience that day which induced his two 


sons te become Christians? We have no 
definite answers to these questions, but 
they might lead to helpful class discussions. 
It is not even stated whether Simon was a 
voluntary cross bearer, or whether he was 
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pressed into that task. The point is, how- 
ever, that he shared the. tragedy of that 
hour with our Lord, helping to relieve the 


physical anguish. 
What followed, however, none could 
share with Jesus. The necessary loneli- 


mess of the cross has been expressed in 
Mrs. C. F. Alexander’s well-known hymn: 
There was no other good enough 
To pay the price of sin; 
He only could unlock the gate 
Of Heaven, and let us in. 
Listen to Him as He cries, “My Father, 
My Father, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” 
Men could not help Him, God could not 
save Him—alone He bore our sins to the 
cross, drinking to the dregs the cup of 
sorrow that we might be delivered from 
sin’s awful penaity and receive the gift 
of eternal life. 

2. At least three attitudes are revealed 
by those who gathered at the foot of the 
cross. Taken in reverse order they express 
enmity, unbelief, and indifference. The 
enmity came from those who had con- 
trived Christ’s death, the religious leaders 
of the Jews who, in His dying moments, 
continued to taunt Him. He still has His 
enemies, outspoken in their rejection and 
bitterness. But, as we remember the resur- 
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slightest trace of hypocrisy, 


| Sry a village in which everyone 
is kind, generous, patient and 
truthful — in which there is not even the 
ypoc envy or 
strife! That’s THE VILLAGE OF LOVE — a 


rection, we may assure ourselves that our 
Lord will be victor no matter what the 
forces that oppose Him. 


There was unbelief, too, at the cross: 
the unbelief which caused Pilate caustically 
to furnish the inscription, “The King of 
the Jews,” and the unbelief which made 
men deride Him with the words, “If Thou 
be the Son of God, come down from the 
cross.” Again it is the resurrection which 
rebukes such an attitude. Though He died, 
Jesus rose again, conqueror of sin and 
death. 


Indifference was there in the soldiers 
gambling at the foot of the cross. To them, 
Jesus was just another malefactor. There 
was no hatred in their hearts toward Him: 
only a lack of concern which is perhaps 
the chief characteristic of our own times. 
Do not I need to be on my guard lest the 
story of the cross leave me unmoved? 

3. One kind word was spoken of Jesus 
on the cross, and that came from an un- 
likely source—from the Roman officer who 
superintended the execution. So the won- 
der of Calvary produces response in men’s 
hearts: a sudden, God-given insight into its 
meaning and a glad tribute of gratitude and 
praise. 
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How much the centurion meant in his 
tribute we cannot say. But we do know 
what another meant when he said: “God 
commendeth His love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.” Paul saw in Calvary a surpassing 
revelation of divine love, furnishing a way 
of salvation for sinful men, God giving 
His best for earth’s worst, that earth’s 
worst might have hope of Heaven’s eternal 
good. Such is the Gospel. 


APRIL 5, 1953 

The Living Lord 
LESSON TEXT: Matthew 28:1-10, 16-20 
Golden Text: “I am the resurrection and 


the life” (John 11:25) 

Our six months’ study of the Gospel of 
Matthew comes to an end today. with the 
story of the resurrection. Timed to coin- 
cide with Easter, this lesson presents the 
teacher with a glorious opportunity to 
climax the teaching of the past several 
months with the claims of the living Christ 
upon His redeemed people. 

Next week we shall begin a new series 
on the life of Paul. It is profitable to 
ponder the fact that without the resurrec- 
tion there would have been no Paul be- 
cause there would have been no Gospel. 
The early preachers of the Good News 
recognized the importance of the resur- 
rection and gave it prominence in their 
messages (see Acts 2:24-36). Easter Day 
was the necessary sequel to Good Friday; 
the empty tomb had to follow the uplifted 
cross before there could be a Gospel to 
proclaim. 

So as this Easter returns we shall, in 
our lesson, contemplate the price of our 
redemption as paid at Calvary, the seal of 
redemption as furnished by the risen 
Saviour, and the obligation of redemption 
expressed in the Great Commission, “Go 
36... 0... 


LESSON MATERIAL 

It was “after the Sabbath,” early on 
Sunday morning, that the women visited 
the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus, as 
Mark informs us. Mary Magdalene had 
been cleansed of seven devils (Lk. 8:2). 
“The other Mary” is described in an 
earlier chapter as “Mary the mother of 
James and Joses” (Mt. 27:56). 

The reference to the earthquake de- 
scribes what had already happened. The 
appearance of the angel accompanied by 
earth tremors had thrown the guards into 
confusion. When they had sufficiently re- 
covered from the shock they hurried to 
Jerusalem to report to their . superiors. 
But the angel remained to greet the faith- 
ful women. 

We cannot fail to be impressed with the 
tenderness of the announcement made to 
the women. Having quelled their fears, the 
angel identified the One whom they sought 
as “Jesus, which was crucified.” Then 
came the amazing news, “He is not here: 
for He is risen, as He said.” Many times 
had the Lord told His disciples of His 
death and resurrection; and even His 
enemies remembered His declaration that 
He would rise again (see 27:63). As proof © 
of the truth of His message the angel in- 
vited the women to inspect the empty tomb. 
Then, when they were convinced, they 
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were commanded: “Go quickly, and tell 
His disciples.” 

On the night of the Last Supper, some- 
where between the Upper Room and the 
Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus had said to 
His disciples: “After I am risen again, 
I will go before you into Galilee” (26:32). 
Now, through the two women, the news 
is sent to our Lord’s followers that His 
promise is due for fulfilment. He will 
meet them in Galilee. 


The Commanding Christ 

What did the women do? Although 
strange emotions must have stirred in their 
hearts, and many problems must have 
beset their minds, they acted on the orders 
of the angel. And their obedience brought 
glorious reward; for “as they went to tell 
His disciples, behold, Jesus met them.” 
From His own lips they received their 
commission afresh and sped on their way, 
no longer now the messengers of hearsay, 
but witnesses who themselves had seen 
the risen Lord. 

The place of rendezvous with Jesus is 
described as “the mountain” (28:16). Its 
location is not given; all we know is that 
it was a plaee pre-arranged. The Lord 
had made His plans to the last detail, and 
His disciples knew where He would keep 
tryst with them. When we read “they 
worshiped Him” the word used indicates 
much more than the respect they had pre- 
viously shown Him. It involves the recog- 
nition of His deity, for, as Paul says in 
Romans 1:4, Jesus was “declared to be 
the Son of God with power ... by the 
resurrection from the dead.” 

We do not know who were the “some” 
who doubted. It could be that there were 
others present besides the disciples; but 
the statement is not critical or harsh, 
rather is it a recognition of the inevitable— 
that among those who saw the risen Lord 
there were some who did not immediately 
respond with wholehearted belief. 

To those who worshiped, and to those 
whose faith should yet be quickened, the 
risen Lord issued a command. His work 
was finished; theirs must now begin. 
Bethlehem, Calvary, the empty tomb— 
these were the links in a now completed 
chain. The Gospel had become a reality. 
There was Good News to proclaim of a 
sacrifice offered and accepted, of a price 
paid for sin and the power of sin broken, 
of a Saviour who died and who rose again 
and who ever lives for the succor of His 
people. So Jesus said, “Go . . . teach all 
nations, baptizing them . . .” And with the 
commission He coupled His promise of 
adequate grace through His unfailing 
presence, “to the close of the age.” 


LESSON PLAN 

1. Easter and the Lord 
a. His work accepted 
b. His glory declared 

2. Easter and the Disciples 
a. Their faith rewarded 
b. Their future secured 

3. Easter and the World 
a. Forgiveness assured 
b. “Life and immortality” 

1. Matthew’s Gospel opens with the 
promise of One whose name should be 
called Jesus, “for He shall save His 
people from their sins” (1:21). During 


His ministry Jesus had repeated this claim. © 
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To His critics He said, “The Son of man 
hath power on earth to forgive sins” 
(9:6), and to the needy multitudes He had 
offered Himself as the One who could give 
rest to their souls (11:29). Supposing this 
amazing life had ended with the cross. 
Prophecy would have failed, His claims 
would have been discredited, men’s hopes 
would have been dashed to the ground. 
But Easter morning brought supernatural 
evidence of God’s approval and acceptance. 
It was Heaven’s Amen to Christ’s own 
statement: “I have finished the work Thou 
gavest Me to do” (John 17:4). 

His followers recognized in the resur- 
rection indisputable proof of Christ’s deity. 
During the three years of fellowship 
which preceded the crucifixion they had 
called Him Lord. But, with convincing 
evidence of the resurrection before him, 
Thomas cried: “My Lord and my God” 
(John 20:28). We read that the disciples 
“worshiped Him,” thus recognizing His 
oneness with the Father. Peter had con- 
fessed Him as “Son of the living God” at 
Caesarea Philippi (Mt. 16:16) ; but it took 
the resurrection to turn his conviction into 
a testimony, so that at Pentecost he pivoted 
his sermon on the fact of the risen Christ. 

2. Can we imagine the dismay that 
Calvary produced in the disciples? “We 
trusted that it had been He which should 
have redeemed Israel” (Lk. 24:21) was 
the pathetic acknowledgment of two of 
them. In that persuasion, they had made 
great sacrifices. Peter could say, “Behold, 
we have forsaken all, and followed Thee” 
(Mt. 19:27). They had staked everything 
on Jesus; and after the crucifixion it 
looked as though they would have to re- 
turn to their homes discredited men. But 
Easter morning changed all that. Their 
trust was vindicated and the brief victory 
of their enemies was turned into humili- 
ating defeat. The disciples came out on 
top of the world! 

In a moment of despair, Peter had sup- 
posed that he must go back to his fishing 
(John 21:3). But the risen Lord had some- 
thing better for him to do. To all His 
faithful ones Jesus gave a glorious task: 
none other than to be the messengers of 
His death and resurrection to others. This 
returning Easter Day should challenge 
every believing heart with the thought that 
the command is for us. For Pentecost put 
angels out of work. On Bethlehem’s hills 
and by the empty tomb they released the 
news; but from then on the task has 
passed to those who from experience can 
say: “Jesus died and rose again to be my 
Saviour.” 

3. What, then, is the message which 
Easter Day gives to the world? First, it is 
a message of forgiveness. It assures us 
that God has receipted the account which 
Jesus paid in His precious blood on Cal- 
vary’s tree. Our debt has been discharged. 
Now by faith all may enter into the bene- 
fits of Christ’s redemptive work. 

Second, “life and immortality” has been 
“brought to light by the Gospel” (2 Tim. 
1:10). Human hearts that long for as- 
surance of a fuller life in a better world 
beyond the grave have their answer in the 
risen Christ. He has “become the first- 
fruits of them that slept” (1 Cor. 15:20). 
For those who believe in Him as Saviour 
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and Lord there is the glorious hope of 
Heaven. For them, “the best is yet to be.” 


APRIL 12, 1953 

Pauls Conversion at Damascus 
LESSON TEXT: Acts 22:3-16 
Golden Text: “I count all things but loss 
for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord” (Phil. 3:8). 

It is worthy of emphasis that, after six 
months of study in the Gospel of Matthew, 
we now begin another six months during 
which our lesson themes will be taken 
from the life and letters of the apostle 
Paul. Criticism has sometimes been leveled 
against the International Lessons scheme 
that it fails to provide opportunity for 
consecutive Bible study. Such a complaint 
cannot be sustained concerning recent or 
forthcoming lessons; and teachers will 
consider themselves fortunate to have the 
opportunity of teaching in a way which 
will enable pupils to gain a generous 
familiarity with the content of the New 
Testament. 

The five lessons with which this quarter 
begins are concerned with high points in 
the experience and ministry of Paul, the 
story moving from Damascus to Antioch, 
and then via Corinth and Ephesus to Rome. 
A map will be a useful accessory for 
every teacher, affording opportunity to 
indicate the spread of the Gospel through 
the devoted life of the apostle. A good 
beginning might be made by acquainting 
pupils with the ground to be covered dur- 
ing the quarter, and then asking: How did 
it all begin? Thus the way could be pre- 
pared for presenting the first lesson on 
Paul’s conversion, together with an appeal 
for decision for Christ as the necessary 
preliminary to a life of God-honoring 
service. 


ZESSON MATERIAL 

Acts 22, from which our pupil material 
is taken, contains Paul’s defense to the 
Jews of Jerusalem from the steps of Fort 
Antonia, where the Romans maintained a 
guard and kept watch over the Temple 
area as a precaution against disturbances. 
Although the facts do not belong to our 
lesson, teachers , will need to recall that 
the apostle had gone to Jerusalem as the 
messenger of the Gentile churches, carry- 
ing gifts for the Christians of the Holy 
City. He found himself in the midst of 
enemies who falsely accused him of taking 
a Gentile into the exclusively Jewish inner 
court of the Temple. A cry was raised 
against him and the hysterical worshipers 
were about to kill the apostle when 
Claudius Lysias, .commandant of the 
Roman garrison, sent men to quell the 
disturbance, thus saving Paul’s life. 

Paul was mistaken by the Romans for 
a notorious agitator until he spoke. His 
cultured Greek amazed the officer in 
charge, who gave the apostle permission to 
address the Jewish mob from the castle 
steps. Switching from Greek to Hebrew, 
Paul used the opportunity to tell of his 
conversion, repeating, with certain personal 
details added, the record of Acts 9, which 
teachers are recommended to use for back- 
ground material. Other Scriptures sug- 
gested for this purpose are Acts 7:58, 
8:3, 22:1-21; and Galatians 1:1. 


The apostle began his speech (22:3) 
with some interesting details about him- 
self. He revealed his place of birth— 
Tarsus, capital of Cilicia, where the cul- 
tures of east and west mingled. Though 
born in Asia Minor, he had been educated 
in Jerusalem at the celebrated school of 
the Rabbi Gamaliel (see Acts 4:34-40). 
His education, he claimed, had been “ac- 
cording to the perfect manner of the law 
of the fathers,” resulting in a religious 
zeal such as that evidenced by his attackers. 
Instead of criticising them, he classed him- 
self with them, proceeding to show that 
in his case zeal was expressed in a cam- 
paign of persecution against the followers 
of Jesus. 

On the Damascus Road 

Thus Paul set the scene for the story 
he wanted to tell. It was, he said, from 
the high priest and the elders that he ob- 
tained permission to go to Damascus to 
continue his campaign. Up to this point 
he had not only proved himself a good 
Jew but had excelled in loyalty toward his 
race and religion. What had happened to 
change his position so that from being an 
esteemed leader of the Jews he became an 
object of their hate? Simply, yet vividly, 
Paul unfolded his story. On his way to 
Damascus the crisis came which altered 
the course of his life and transformed him 
from the oppressor of Christ’s followers 
into their enthusiastic friend and helper. 

There is no real conflict between the 
statement of 9:7 that Paul’s companions 
heard a voice, and that of 22:9 where it 
says they “heard not the voice.” What 
they heard were sounds, but they were 
not intelligible to them. The words of the 
glorified Lord were for Paul’s ears alone. 
Under instructions from Heaven, Paul 
was taken into the city where, after three 
days (9:9), God sent Ananias to visit 
him. Paul emphasized the high reputation 
enjoyed by this man among his fellow 
Jews. The fact that he was a messenger 
of Christ to Paul did not lessen his loy- 
alty to his people or to their faith. Note 
also the language employed by Ananias to 
Paul: “The God of our fathers hath chosen 
thee” (v. 14). The apostle’s object is clear: 
he was trying to make his accusers under- 
stand that there was no conflict between 
being a good Jew and a good Christian 
at the same time. Christ did not come to 
destroy the law, but to fulfill it. 

So Paul claimed that his missionary 
activity had been at the command of “the 
God of our fathers.” All his training had 
been to this end. His conversion experience 
had not made him any less a Jew; on the 
contrary, he was now a Jew who had 
found the consummation of his faith and 
hope in Jesus Christ. 

Our last verse states the demand for 
public confession which was made upon 
Paul: he must be baptized. “Get up and 
be baptized and wash your sins away by 
calling on His name” (v. 16 Williams). 
If we turn to 9:20 we learn how he im- 
mediately began to testify to Jesus as 
Messiah, incurring the swift enmity of his 
people who “took counsel to kill him.” 
LESSON PLAN 

1. The Riddle of a Life 
a. Honored in the Bible 
b. Attacked by his own 
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2. The Plan of a Life 
a. Paul the Jew 
b. Paul the Christian 
3. The Message of a Life 
a. The inadequacy of religion 
b. The necessity for conversion 


1. Of the twenty-eight chapters in the 
Acts of the Apostles, more than half are 
concerned with the experience and work 
of one man. Who was he? (Paul.) Of the 
twenty-seven books in the New Testa- 
ment, thirteen (possibly fourteen) were 
written by one man. Who was he? (Paul.) 
Any reader of the New Testament will 
be impressed by the prominence of two 
names which occur much more frequently 
than any others. What are they? (Jesus 
and Paul.) 

Now turn to Acts 21:31 where we read: 
“As they went about to kill him.” Who 
were they trying to kill? (Paul.) And 
read again in 22:22—“Away with such a 
fellow from the earth: for it is not fit 
that he should live.” Of whom was this 
said? ( Paul.) 

2. To understand this contradiction of 
attitudes toward one and the, same person 
we turn to our lesson passage. After many 
years of missionary service Paul had 
visited Jerusalem. There he had been at- 
tacked without justification and his life 
was only saved by the swift action of 
Roman soldiers. In the security of their 
custody Paul asked permission to address 
his people. What did he tell them? First, 
of his own Jewish background. Though 
born in a Gentile city, he was the son of 
Jewish parents, and he received his edu- 
cation under an outstanding Jewish teacher. 
In his early life he had given proof of 
unusual zeal for the religion of his 
people. He had, in fact, become the leader 
of a campaign of persecution against 
Christians. But in the course of this pro- 
gram something happened to him. which 
changed his whole life. 

So Paul continued to tell of his con- 
version on the Damascus road: of the 
vision and voice of the Lord, of his sub- 
mission to the glorified Christ, and of 
the. commission which he received from 
the lips of Ananias. He had confessed his 
new allegiance at once, and also at once 
he experienced the opposition of those who 
had previously been his friends. The crisis 
on his way to Damascus led to unique 
service for Christ but it also led to the 
bitter animosity of the Jews. 

3. As a persecutor of the Christians, 
Paul thought he was in the right (Acts 
26:9-10). The Jews of Jerusalem thought 
they were right in trying to kill him. Re- 
ligion leads men to grave mistakes. Some 
of the greatest cruelties in history have 
been perpetrated in the name of religion. 
Some of the gravest errors are still pro- 
mulgated in religion’s name. 

Religion is not enough. What is neces- 
sary is faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour 
and loyalty to Him as Lord. Paul had to 
realize his past mistakes, his need of par- 
don, and his obligation of service in order 
to become the hero of the Gospel whose 
name and exploits inspire us still. And 
every life that is worth while in the work 
of the Lord must begin in the same way: 


with conviction, conversion, and con- 


fession. 
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EASTER OF TRIUMPH WITH DIE 174) SUPPLIES 





umes §6Easter Scenery Background 
for Church or School Audi- 


beautifully reproduced in 
natural colors. Length 19144 
ft., height 7 ft.—end sections 
4 ft. 10% in. wide; Center 
section 9 ft. 9 in. wide. Com- 
plete scene $7.45. 














NEW EASTER BUTTON No. 4 
Shows yellow Cross, Hyacinths and white Easter Lilies against lavender Jecitations and Exercises 
background with inscription, “He is Risen”. Dozen 25¢; 100 $2.00. 


EASTER SOUVENIRS 
Easter Crosses; four designs with Scripture, reproduced in two colors and 
die cut for further beauty; crosses 414 in. high. Dozen 20c; 100 $1.35. 


Easter Tag No. U5470—colorful tulip design, Scripture greeting and text, rd is Risen”, No.2010 
with cord. Dozen 25¢; 100 $1.50. Pape ge la at 


EASTER GREETING FOLDER G 7553 
Sunshine Line assortment of 14 cards with appropriate Scripture Texts$1 box. 2016, 100 80c; 1,000 $6.00. 


Complete Catalog showing full line of Sunday School Supplies sent free on request. 


WM. H. DIETZ, INC. 10 So. Wabash Avenue, Dept. 132, Chicago 3, Hl. 


FLANNELGRAPH-RESURRECTION MORN 
Interpretation of the Easter message for the flannel 
board, prepared in attractive colors on flannelblot he Risen King includes 
stock. Complete $1.00. songs, responsive readings, 


= and exercises; 
CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION 
PICTO-0-GRAPH No. 2181 The Conqueror—simple to 


prepare, service in reading 
For flannel board, includes Prayer in the Garden, and song; for Seniors or 
Betrayal, Trial, Christ carrying Adults; 15e. 


the Cross,-etc. Complete $1.00. From Gloom to Glory— 


p nae Story of the Re- 

lemption; 50c. 

EASTER COIN COLLECTOR New Hope—Pageant. 

No. 537 five scenes, 13 characters 

Holds $1.00 in dimes; size 34%" x er choir; one hour presen- 
re “ ion; 50c. 

214", dozen 60¢; 100 $3.95. Program Book No. 5, 

No. 535—same design as No. 537; i- 

size 5%" x 3” holds $1.00 in dimes 

with provision for bills or checks. 

Dozen 65e; 100 $4.25. 





material for Beginners, Pri 
mary, Junior and Interme- 
diates; 35c. 

Easter Helper No. 53, 
Recitations and Exercises 
for all ages; 35c. 

Easter Treasury No. 56— 














for each department; 40c. 


Easter Bulletin for 


Church Services 
Scroll design with Lilies, 
featuring Hymn, “Christ, 


100 $2.00; 1,000 $14.00. 


Offering Envelopes to 
match above bulletin No. 


Order your Easter needs today. 








THIRTY-SIX YEARS BRINGING CHRIST TO 
THE NATIONS THROUGH THE PRINTED PAGE 
| have now completed thirty-six years of labors in a serious attempt 
to make the Lord Jesus Christ known to the whole world, through the 
printed page. 

If you wish to know more about my work, or examine samples of my 


torium.Threeblendingscenes, - 

















Bible literature, kindly write for the folder “After Thirty-six Years”, or 
DR. J. E. McKEE, Alpine, N. Y. 
WE PREACH... 
Christ te Fria Rinemen 
than in the entire state of Israel. We reach these Jews 
with the Gospel of Christ through: Public meetings for adults 
and children, street meetings in the heart of Jewry, personal evangelism in homes and 
around the world. Support this work with your prayers. Share in its thrilling results 
through our NEWS LETTER — sent free on request. — a 
Ask, too, for a free copy of the booklet, “How To Point A Jew To Christ. 


send $1.00 for an assorted package. 

‘There are over two million Jews in New York City — more 

hospitals, printing of tracts . . . distributed to Jews in New York, mailed to Jews 
NEW YORK GOSREL MISSION TO THE JEWS, INC. 








' 








NEW 





Elijah the Tishbite. F. W. Krummacher. 
Translated from the German by R. F. 
Walker. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids. 310 p. Scripture index. 
$2.95. 


This is another of the valuable Zonder- 
van Reprint Classics, dealing with a Bible 
character whose life has always yielded 
lessons of profit for the Christian. It is 
written by one who had an unusual gift 
of expression and the ability to translate 
the Word of God into terms of practical 
individual significance. F. W. Krum- 
macher has become widely known to 
American Christians by virtue of the 
publication of his meditations on the 
amt Soaw ee Saute, The SuGfering Sevier, 
in 1947. Krummacher was 
ably the greatest of all preachers in Ger- 
many in the middle of the nineteenth 
century. Some regard him as the great- 
est evangelical preacher in all Europe at 
that time. 

Pirie army wet the peat mcr wr 

his published works and was issued when 
he was only thirty years of age. It is very 


will 

The Typology of Scripture. Patrick Fair- 
bairn. Grand Rapids, Mich. Zonder- 
van. 904 p. $6.95. 

This is a standard work on typology; 
it has been a valuable reference work for 


defines an Old Testament type as having 
of: necessity a resemblance to what 
answers for it in the New Testament, 
and having an ordination from God to 
foreshadow the New Testament anti- 
type. Thus type and anti-type are both 
pre-ordained, as God’s preparatory train- 

ing of His people for the coming of the 
Messiah. This sober definition gets away 
from the imaginative extravagance of 
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those who would turn everything into 
a type without justification, and engage 
in wild allegorizing of Scripture. The 
work is sober, balanced, scholarly, thor- 
ough—and above all, Biblical. 

Serious students of the Bible are in- 
debted to Zondervan for issuing this 
reprint of a valuable and useful book. 
(It was formerly in two volumes, now 
printed in one.) It is unfortunate that 
the print, while large and readable, is a 
rather poor offset job that mars the 
legibility of some pages. 

RFS. 





Revised Version or Revised Bible? A 
Critique of the Revised Standard 
Version of the Old Testament. Os- 
wald T. Allis. Presbyterian and Re- 
formed Publishing Co., Philadelphia. 
64 p. $.60. 

This is a reprint of Dr. Allis’ article 
in the November issue of Eternity 
and his articles in United Evangelical 
Action and The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal on the same subject, 
revised and expanded. We have had 
many inquiries concerning reprints 
and are glad to announce they can 
now be ordered through ETerniry 
Book Service. 











Bible Knowledge. Chicago, Scripture 

Press. 

The SCRIPTURE PRESS of Chicago, 
publishers well known to all Christian 
workers, is issuing a series of Bible 
Knowledge text books, intended for 
Adults and Young People, and espe- 
cially for teachers, as a thorough Bible 
study course, in time to cover the text 
of the whole Bible. 

Volume 3, Number 4, including Ro- 
mans 1-11, a quarterly of 176 pages, was 
issued for study during October, Novem- 
ber, and December, 1952. The editor is 
Henry Jacobsen, the price $1.25. The rest 
of the book of Romans will be treated 
from January through March, 1953, in 
the next volume. Extending through the 
second and third quarter of 1953 will be 
the study of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
and Numbers, a splendid opportunity to 
do intensive work in the Old Testament. 
Now and then there will be included a 
topical lesson of an intensely practical 
nature, together with occasional lessons 
in the book of Psalms. 

The lessons from October 5 to Decem- 
ber 14 covered the first eleven chapters 
of Romans. The lesson for December 21 
was on Matthew 2, “Gifts For the King,” 


and the assignment for December 28 was 
a topical lesson, “Christians and the 
Bible,” based on Psalm 119:1-24, the first 
three sections of the longest chapter in 
the Bible, almost every verse of which is 
in praise of the Word of God. The sub- 
topic of this lesson is “The Devotional 
Reading of the Bible.” 

It would be interesting, if we had the 
space, to give in detail the large amount 
of helpful material that is given in the 
treatment of each weekly lesson. We can 
give merely a general outline, for lesson 
one as an example, of the twelve pages 
devoted to it. The Lesson Aim is stated 
first. Then follows a practical section, 
To the Teacher. The third division con- 
cerns the Background, followed by the 
Lesson Outline, with several alternate 
outlines. Then we have the Lesson 
Summary. 
The Presentation of the Lesson in- 
cludes ten pages of very helpful material, 
treating the Introduction, the Salutation, 
the Writer, the Subject, the Readers, 
the Thanksgiving, the Occasion of the 
Letter, the Theme of the Epistle, and an 
Appeal. Each lesson closes with Ques- 
tions and Leads for Discussions, Sugges- 
tions for Using the Blackboard, and 
Daily Bible Readings for the week. 

Another feature is a separate student’s 
leaflet for each week, called Decision, to 
be used by the student or pupil to guide 
his thinking throughout the week on the — 
major theme discussed in class sessions 
on the Lord’s Day. 

Reading through this text-book, we 
find what would be helpful collateral 
reading for the large number of those 
who have been following Dr. Barnhouse’s 
series of radio addresses on the same 
chapters over a wide network, now also 
published in book form. 

R.RF. 


The First Epistle of John. Robert S. 
Candlish. Grand Rapids, Mich., Zon- 
dervan Publishing House. 577 p. $5.95. 
One of the great epistles of the New 

Testament is the Epistle to First John. 

One of the greatest commentaries on 

this Epistle is that by Robert S. Cand- 

lish. This work has been a classic among 

Bible students for years. Zondervan in 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 21) 


God over radio and television is in 
itself commendable. But to conclude 
that therefore one should buy a par- 
ticular type of television set is 
ridiculous and profane. It is ridicu- 
lous and profane, also, to suggest 
that a commercial establishment be 
given the opportunity to control the 
purse strings of the faithful.”’ 


The Rabbi also spoke against the 
use of Christian or Jewish hymns on 
commercially sponsored TV enter- 
tainment programs. 
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Studies in God’s 
Word which will 
not pass away, pre- 
Both especially 
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CATHOLICISM IN BRITAIN 

An article on the martyrdom of 
Bishops Latimer and Ridley, and 
the fulfillment of Ridley’s famous 
last words ‘‘ We shall this day light 
such a candle, by God’s Grace, in 
Eng'and as I trust shall never be 
pet out,’’ contains the following 
paragraph : 

“‘It should be carefully noted 
that ever since the break-away in 
the days of the Reformation, the 
Papacy has set itself to recover its 
dominion in England. Perhaps at 
no time so much as in our own day 
has the design been pressed forward 
so strongly. No longer able to exer- 
cise in this land her unchanging 
principles of persecution—-still used 
so terribly in Spain, Latin America, 
and elsewhere—Rome has adopted 
more subtle and effective methods. 
An alien army of priests, monks and 
nuns has established its outposts in 
every part of the land, and very 
largely by the operation of convent 
schools and missions to ‘non-Catho- 
lies,’ the deceptive glamor of Roman 
Catholicism is being cast over the 
land ...”’ 

SIXTY MILLION DAYS 

Ya'e University has been conduct- 
ing studies of alcoholism for several 
years. Figures recently released 
show that ‘‘It is the hangover that 
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COMMENTARY ON THE — OF LUKE 
lenhuys, Th. M. 


The Commentary for 
Evangelical Christians 


NEW, SCHOLARLY 
True to the Inspired Word 


Here it is—the great new commen- 
tary to provide earnest students of the 
Bible with exposition thoroughly abreast 
of modern scholarship and true to the 
inspired Word. 


Now in Prep i by © di 
Reformed Scholars of England, Scotland. 
Netherlands, South Africa and America. 

Ned B. Stonehouse, General Editor 
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ae ON THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS 
by F. W. Grosheide, Th. D. $5.00 
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represents the biggest loss to in- 
dustry.’’ Absenteeism is one gauge. 
It is known that the problem 
drinker in industry loses 25 to 30 
working days a year. Throughout 
the U. S. 175,000 men stay away 
from their jobs every working day 
of the year as the result of drink- 
ing, making a total of 60 million 
man days lost a year. This is nearly 
one .and a half times the number 
lost in 1951 as the result of indus- 
trial accidents and nearly three 
times the number lost from strikes. 
“AN EXPLOITERS’ MYTH” 

The theory that the story of ‘‘the 
birth of the Christ child’’ was only 
‘‘an exploiters’ myth’’ was pro- 
pounded by the Prime Minister, Mr. 
Zapotocky, in a broadcast to the 
children and young people of Czech- 
oslovakia on Christmas Eve. 

According to him capitalists 
propagated the story of Jesus hav- 
ing been born in a stable because 
they wanted to promote the idea 
that stables are the best places for 
the proletariat to live in. He went 
on to say that today there was no 
need for the star of Bethlehem. Its 
place had been taken by the five- 
pointed Red star, which was lead- 
ing mankind to a better future. In 
a people’s' democracy, he said, 
children and young people should 
be guided only by the idea of build- 
ing Socialism. 

CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP 

A group of German Christians 
has asked British church authori- 
ties to accept the gift of money for 
a stained glass window to be placed 
in the Cathedral of Coventry, 
which is being rebuilt after its com- 
plete demolition by German bombs. 
The English churchmen have ac- 
cepted the gift as ‘‘a token of 
Christian friendship.’’ 

THE CORONATION OATH 

Great controversy has been stirred 
in England as a result of a sermon 
in Westminster Abbey by Dr. Edwin 
Morris, Bishop of Monmouth, of the 
Chureh of England. The pre'ate 
took as his subject the Coronation 
Oath which Elizabeth must take in 
order to become the crowned Queen 
of England. Elizabeth will vow ‘‘to 
maintain in the United Kingdom 
the Protestant refermed religion 
established by law.’’ The Bishop of 
Monmouth said that this was a 
‘*State Document’’ and that it did 
not follow that members of the 
Church of England ought to accept 
the phrase as an accurate descrip- 
tion of their own faith. A storm of 
protest greeted this statement and 
the columns of the various news- 
papers contained many answers of 
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true Protestants to the idea that the 
oath was only ‘‘nominal.’’ 

The full paragraph of the Oath 
as touching the Queen’s relation to 
the Protestant faith is as follows: 

‘*Will you to the utmost of your 
power maintain the laws of God and 
the true profession of the Gospel? 
Will you to the utmost of your 
power maintain in the United King- 
dom the Protestant reformed reli- 
gion established by law? And will 
you maintain and preserve inviol- 
ably the settlement of the Church of 
England, and the doctrine, worship, 
discipline, and government thereof, 
as by law established in England? 
And will you preserve unto the 
bishops and clergy of England, and 
to the churches committed to their 
charge, all such rights and privileges 
as by law do or shall appertain to 
them, or any of them?’’ 


A DWINDLING MINISTRY 

The decline in the number of 
ministers available for work in 
England is most lamentable. The 
Bishop of Bristol, speaking to the 
Association of Headmasters in Lon- 
don, made the following statement : 
In the Church of England, in 1914, 
there were 20,000 ordained minis- 
ters; in 1930, 16,700; and in 1947, 
15,600. The total was appreciably 
smaller now. Between 350 and 400 
men are ordained each year while 
580 die or retire. 


HUNGARIAN PERSECUTION 

The Magyar Nemzet, a daily news- 
paper published in Budapest, com- 
plains that Baptists and other 
Protestant groups are increasing 
their membership. It adds that these 
groups have been refused the right 
to organize separate collective farms 
for their members. 


REVIVAL IN BRAZIL 

Many reports from Brazil tell of 
large movements toward the Gos- 
pel. At Recife, for example, a city 
of some 500,000 inhabitants, Dr. J. 
Edwin Orr spoke recently under the 
auspices of four different denomina- 
tions. Thousands of people were as- 
sembled to hear the Gospel. 


CONSPICUOUS BRAVERY 

The London Times reports the 
awarding of a high British honor, 
membership in the Order of the 
British Empire, to John Nickel, a 
missionary of the Sudan Interior 
Mission, at Jos, Nigeria, ‘‘for con- 
spicuous bravery in April when, 
near the town of Jos, he tackled with 
his bare hands a leopard which was 
mauling an administrative officer. 
In tackling the leopard Mr. Nickel 
himself received serious injuries. 
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U}x<DERGOING. RENOVATION 
(Continued from page 20) 


to look into the Word of God and to 
be able to comprehend its truth; he 
needs the enlightening, illuminating 
leadership of the Holy Spirit, and that 
he does not have. 

It is equally true that the carnal 
Christian, who is living in sin, cannot 
grasp the truth of the Scriptures. In 
the first place, he has no desire to 
study the Bible while living in sin 
because it sheds light on his sin and 
reveals it in all of its ugliness. Men 
love darkness rather than light be- 
cause their deeds are evil. And sec- 
ondly, even if the carnal Christian 
should desire to study the Word of 
God, his sin is clogging the channel 
of interpretation through which the 
Holy Spirit would speak to him. 
Hence, we see the importance of the 
renovating process, “. . . the renew- 
ing of the mind .. .” in order for the 
life of God to flow through a person. 

There are many blind people who 
have been given sight by the trans- 
planting of a portion of the cornea of 
the eye of some person who had good 
vision to the blind person. When the 
skilled, surgical hands place the 
healthy tissue in the blind man’s 
sightless orbs, a miraculous change 
takes place: for the first time he can 
see. 

The same thing takes place when 
a person is born again. Before that 
blessed occurrence, the person’s eyes 
are spiritually darkened; he cannot 
understand God’s truth and God’s 
methods. Then, through the skilled 
surgical work of the Holy Spirit in 
the implanting of the divine nature, 
for the first time the converted per- 


son sees spiritual things in their cor- 
rect perspective. That which was 
once a jumbled mass of conflicting 
jargon, becomes the clear, inescapable 
truth of God. All of this is involved 
in Paul’s statement and admonition 
that we “. . . be transformed by the 
renewing of (our) minds .. .” 

And what is the result? What is the 
logical outcome of this spiritual reno- 
vation and giving of spiritual sight? 
The closing part of verse 2 suggests 
the answer: “. . . that ye may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable and 
perfect will of God.” The word 
“prove” is the key word in this 
phrase. It means “to test, to examine, 
to scrutinize.” For instance, when you 
take a jewel to the jeweler, and ask 
his opinion of it, he immediately 
screws the little black eye-piece to 
his eye and examines the gem you 
have given him. He checks it for 
flaws, and looks closely to find out if 
it is a real stone or an imitation. 
Similarly, it takes the understanding 
and knowledge of the Holy Spirit to 
be able to discern God’s will, and to 
derive something from His Word for 
our lives. 

As we have studied together these 
two verses of Romans 12, we have 
seen again how essential it is for an 
all-out surrender to be a part of the 
Christian’s life. There must be no 
holding-back of anything, but a full 
allegiance to the Lord Jesus Christ 
which puts our all at His disposal that 
He may work in our hearts and lives 
what is well-pleasing in His sight. 
In this way, His renovating program 
will work itself well through us, 
better enabling us to discern His will 
and follow it. 









NEW 





14 VOLUMES 


A completely new commentary by a capable and painstak- 
ing author. ecarr The only complete, new commentary on 
the New Testament for evangelicals in this decade (R330 §0T ral 
The author has an unwavering faith in the infallibility and 
inspiration of Holy Scripture. Recent discoveries and 
recent scholarship all taken into consideration. Dr. Hendriksen is a r 


COMMENTARY for 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANITY 


NEw TESTAMENT COMMENTARY 


By DR. WILLIAM HENDRIKSEN 









Dr. William Hendriksen 
Pastor-Teacher-Lecturer- 

Author-Theologian 
ized 


scholar with a gift for sharing Biblical knowledge and truths with all levels of readers. 
Included is INTRODUCTION to each Biblical book, author’s own TRANSLA- 
TION, verse by verse COMMENTARY, SYNTHESIS and SUMMARY for thought organi- 
zation, OUTLINE of each Biblical book, CRITICAL NOTES for specialized study, and 
BIBLIOGRAPHY for reference. [ZVI] Bindings artistically designed to add beauty 
to your library. About two volumes each year, at only $4.50 each. Subscrip- 
tion orders given preference and receive each volume as issued. 





exisecctabes Subscription Order to NEW TESTA- 
MENT COMMENTARY, by Hendriksen. 
Nome 

Address. 


SCHEDULE 
Gospel of John | (May 15, 1953) 
Gospel of John I! (Sept. 15, 1953) 
Romans (Jan. 1, 1954 
Other Volumes te follow 


Sold by: Your Bookseller 


Published by: 
Baker Book House 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich. 











ETERNITY 





r= 


ng 
ole 


on 
he 


he 
oO - 
t? 
ve 
ad 
rd 


e, 


7, = =v 9 


MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 18) 


concludes the Gospels with the idea, 
“Lo, I am with you alway, even to 
the end of the age” (Mt. 28:20). No 
greater example of grace can be 
found than that which is exhibited 
here. Jacob admits that God had been 
with him, wherever he had gone. 
This means that God had been with 
him in his mad rush away from Esau. 
God had been with him in his con- 
niving with Laban. God had been 
with him in the midst of his trickery. 
God had been with him in the midst 
of his self-will. God had been with 
him in his time of unwarranted fear 
of Esau. God had been with him in 
his lying, in his weakness, in silent 
years in Shechem. But best of all, 
God had been with him all the way 
back to Bethel. 

Lord, make us conscious of Thy presence. 


THEY GAVE UNTO JACOB ALL THE STRANGE 
GODS WHICH WERE IN THEIR HAND (35:4) 
March 12 
The Lord will take nothing less than 
complete surrender. All the house- 
hold gods, even those that Rachel 
had stolen from her father, are now 
in Jacob’s hand. We do not have idols 
that are carved from wood and stone, 
but they are idols nevertheless, and 
must be handed over if we are going 
to get out of the life of Shechem and 
into the life of Bethel. Call it by any 
name you like, “victorious life,” 
“sanctification,” “overcoming,” etc., 
but in the last analysis the heart of 
it is total surrender of all the gods 
that we have. There are things great 
and small to which we have clung 
for years, but they must all go. And 
we shall discover that it is a continu- 
ing process. As long as we live we 
will be discovering gods in our bag- 
gage that must be dragged out and 
placed in the hand of our Father, that 
He may be all in all. 
Lord, loosen the grip of our fingers. 





PASTORATE WANTED 
Baptist pastor, Bible teacher, author, now teach- 
ing in Bible Institute. Soul winner, successful 
with young people. Any information leading to 
a church will be appreciated, as the Lord leads. 


PASTOR, Box 37, Galloway, Ohio 





expositional food. ... 


Eternity Gift Fund. 














sa Waite 


LEARN AT HOME 
Practical nurses are needed in every 
"4 community . . . doctors rely on them 
+++ patients appreciate their cheerful, 
Sexpert care. You can learn practical 
nursing at home in spare time. Course 
endorsed by physicians. 54th yr. Earn 
while learning. High School not suet Men, women, 
18 to 60. Trial plan. Write now 

CHICAGO SCHOOL “OFS NURSING 








Dept. 203, 41 East Pearson Street, Chicago 11, Ill. 
are send free booklet and 16 comple lesson pages. 








City. State Age 


Marcu 1953 


Help us SEND ETERNITY 
to Hungry Christians ... 


Yes, hungry Christians look to you. They want sound, 
The kind of food they get from the pages 
of Eternity. But there is no way to send this publication to 
many hungry hearts except as you make it possible through the 


Your gift to this fund makes possible complimentary sub- 
scriptions for missionaries and other Christian workers who 
need Eternity, but who lack funds. 

“FEED MY SHEEP,” said our Lord 
Please make checks and money orders payable to Eternity Gift Fund 


Eternity Gift Fund Vs, 2 


(Gifts are deductible for income tax purposes) 








JACOB HID THEM UNDER THE OAK (35:4) 
March 13 
The gods were not to be carried 
toward Bethel. They had to be col- 
lected by Jacob from his wives and 
his sons, and then left under an oak 
in Shechem. The gods and the amulets 
were the symbols of all the way- 
wardness of this family, and such 
things had to be surrendered and 
buried in Shechem. These things can- 
not be consecrated and carried along. 
God will not accept the dedication of 
sinful things. There must be utter 
separation and destruction of the 
things which cannot be sanctified. An 
unholy thing cannot be made holy. 
In Ephesus those who practiced magic 
arts had to bring their books and 
burn them in the sight of all the city 
(Acts 19:19). God Himself does not 
attempt to change our Adamic nature 
but counts it to be crucified with 

Christ and gives us a new nature. 

Lord, may we know how to 
put things to death. 


pt yy OF GOD WAS UPON 2 ag 

Jacob had been afraid that the “he foul 
deeds of his sons would bring down 
the enmity of the Canaanites, and 
that he would be destroyed (34:30). 
This, of course, showed a total lack 
of faith, for the promise of God for 
his preservation was sure. And now 
the reality shows how God fulfills 
His promises. Jacob and his house- 
hold move from Shechem toward 
Bethel. Yet, though they were many 
times outnumbered by the inhabit- 
ants of the land, their journey was 
a supernatural one at every step of 
the way. The terror that fell upon 
the cities of the Canaanites was not 
a terror because of the savagery of 
Jacob’s sons: superior savagery could 
easily have overcome that. The terror 
that fell upon the cities was a terror 
from God. This is a phenomenon 


which is found upon many occasions 
in the Scriptures. “The wicked flee 
when no man pursueth” (Prov. 28:1); 
but in this case the wicked were 
frozen into immobility when ven- 
geance should have animated them. 
Lord, preserve us from the normal 
consequences of our misdeeds. 
JACOB ... CALLED THE PLACE EL-BETHEL 
(35:7) March 15 
At last Jacob is striking deep into 
the heart of spiritual reality. He is 
no longer occupied with a place 
where God had blessed him but with 
the God who had blessed him in that 
place. 
Once it was the blessing, now it is 
the Lord; 
Once it was the feeling, now it is 
His Word; 
Once His gifts I wanted, now Him- 
self alon 
Once I mae for healing, now the 
Healer own. 
Bethel means “the house of God,” 
but El-Bethel means “the God of the 
house of God.” Later in the history of 
the people of Israel they forgot this 
truth, began to think of the ark of 
God instead of the God of the ark, 
and went into spiritual declension and 
defeat. This is why we must turn 
away from any thought of men wor- 
shipping God, each in his own way, 
and return to the true demands of 
the holy God that all men worship 
Him in His own way. 
Lord, may we see Thee 
beyond all religion. 
DEBORAH . . . DIED (35:8) March 16 
Milton wrote, “They also serve who 
only stand and wait.” Deborah was an 
old and faithful servant, a link with 
the past who suddenly appears upon 
the scene here to be mentioned only 
at the time of her death. There are 
more servants than masters in this 
world and the Lord has designed hu- 
manity to settle in such a pattern. 
The dirty work of the world has to 
be done, and the Lord honors those 
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who do it. We can judge Deborah’s 
age by remembering that Isaac was 
40 when he married her charge, and 
180 when he died, not too many years 
after Deborah. This means that she 
was at least 170. There is no record 
as to how she came to be under 
Jacob’s care, but they called the tree 
under which she was buried, “The 
oak of weeping.” The principle of 
good care for the aged and the humble 
is set forth here. 
Lord, may we remember our 
obligations toward those who serve. 


GOD aPPEARED UNTO JACOB AGAIN (35:9) 
March 17 


Grace will have its way, for grace 
is irresistible. This is so important 
that the Lord takes it up in Isaiah and 
expands upon it in order that we may 
realize to the full His sovereignty in 
dealing with His people. “But you, 
Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I 
have chosen, the offspring of Abra- 
ham, my friend; you whom I took 
from the ends of the earth, and called 
from its fartherest corners, saying to 
you, ‘You are my servant, I have 
chosen you and not cast you off; fear 
not, for I am with you, be not dis- 
mayed, for I am your God; I will 
strengthen you, I will help you, I will 
uphold you with My victorious right 
hand” (Isa. 41.8-10 RSV). So it is 
with us today. The Lord does have 
His hand upon us; He will appear to 
us in His Word, and will break 
through into our circumstances to 
bring us to the place of greater bless- 
ing. 

' Lord, come to us again and again. 
NOT ... ANY MORE JACOB, BUT ISRAEL 
(35:10) March 18 

Strange, is it not, that the Lord 
should have to remind us over and 
over again of the high position which 
He has given us in Christ; yet not 
strange, in view of the nature of 
Jacob which we all possess. One of 
the greatest sanctifying processes 
which God employs in dealing with 
His childern is the continuing re- 
minder of the fact that our calling is 
a high calling (Phil. 3:14), a holy 
calling (2 Tim. 1:9), and a Heavenly 
calling (Heb. 3:1). We shall see Him, 


WHAT IS YOUR CHURCH DOING 
ony and be like Him, for we shall see Him 
as He is (1 John 3:2); and “every 
one who thus hopes in him purifies 
himself as he is pure” (1 John 3:3 
RSV). The basis of New Testament . 
sanctification is the realization that 
we are no longer joined to Adam 
(Jacob), but that we are looked upon 
by God as being joined to Christ 
(Israel), in His death and resurrec- 
tion (Rom. 5:18-8:1). 
Lord, keep reminding us. 
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grace. But the point has to be made, 
again and again. A few days after I 
was married my bride told me that 
the name of some people we were to 
see had slipped her mind. I told her 
that she could think of it by remem- 
bering that it began with the same 
initial as her last name. She began 
naming a whole list of names that 
began with T, and I kept saying that 
she was wrong. Only when I stressed 
for the third or fourth time that the 
name began with her own initial, 
and had pointedly asked her what her 
last name was, did she awaken to 
the fact that she had a new name, and 
that she must begin thinking in terms 
of the letter B. It was then that she 
speedily remembered the name she 
wished to recall. It is of the utmost 
urgency that we remember our new 
name. 

Lord, keep calling us by our new name. 
1 AM GOD ALMIGHTY (35:11) March 20 

When God had appeared to Jacob 
at Bethel the first time, He said, “I am 
the Lord God of Abraham thy father, 
and the God of Isaac” (Gen. 28:13). 
Now, upon Jacob’s return to Bethel 
there is not only the insistance upon 
the new name for the man, Israel, 
but the revelation of God in a new 
name, El Shaddai. This is the name 
which God had given for Himself 
when He had come to Abraham, aged 
ninety-nine, to reveal the extent of 
the covenant which He had purposed 
to make with Abraham (Gen. 17:1). 
It was the revelation of God as the 
infinite source, the supplier of all 
need. It was the name of God who 
flows in infinite grace, and in whom 
are all treasures, material as well as 
spiritual. The line of the promise had 
come from Abraham through a single 
child, and a single grandchild. Now 
it was multiplied by twelve and would 
soon be a nation. 

Lord reveal Thyself as our supplier. 

A NATION ... KINGS ...THE LAND... 
(35:11, 12) March 21 

Why is it necessary for the Lord 
to repeat His promises to us? All of 
these things had been said to Jacob 
before this, but now the Lord has to 
repeat it all over again. It would 
seem that promises so wonderful as 
those that have been made sure and 
certain to us in Christ should be up- 
permost in our minds, and should 
cause all other thoughts to dim, even 
as the sun causes the light of the stars 
to fade. This return of the grace of 
God, and this repetition and multi- 
plication of promises must teach us 
that our forgetful natures bear, in- 
deed, the marks of decay and corrup- 
tion and that the patience of God is 
magnified exceedingly in the frame- 
work of our fallen natures. It is grace 
upon grace. 

Lord, tell us over and over again. 
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THE NAME OF THE PLACE. . . BETHEL (35:15) 
March 22 


Because of the feebleness of our 
natures it is necessary for us to go 
over some of our experiences with 
the Lord, and to reaffirm them. We 
have been the objects of His grace 
and mercy. He has loved us exceed- 
ingly, and we have answered that 
grace and love by acknowledging 
Him in return and in loving Him. But 
in the course of our life, especially 
when we have passed through times 
of coldness, and have lived years like 
those of Jacob in Shechem, it is nec- 
essary for us to trace the old lines 
and to proclaim again that we have 
met with the Lord, and that we are 


’ joined to Him, and that He is our 


God. There is a strengthening force 
in witnessing for Him and unto Him. 
“They overcame by the blood of the 
Lamb and by the Word of their testi- 
mony” (Rev. 12:11). Sometimes, even 
alone in the night, it is well to cry 
out, “I am my Lord’s, and He is 
mine.” 
Lord, make us firm to affirm. 
RACHEL TRAVAILED (35:16) March 23 
Rachel’s life had in it much of sad- 
ness, and there are many lessons that 
may be drawn from it. While she was 
a woman greatly loved, and therefore 
with a nature that could have been 
fully satisfied, yet she had to go 
through a series of harrowing experi- 
ences. First, she had to stand by and 
see her lover given into the hands of 
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another on what she had expected 
would be her own wedding night. She 
had learned to live in a passionately 
jealous household, the victim of the 
swirling passions of an_ ill-favored 
older sister, and the triumphs of a 
servant. Moreover she did not know 
the true God, but was filled with 
superstition (30:14), cherished the 
idols of her father (31:19), even to 
the point of stealing and lying (31:32, 
35). Only recently had she given up 
these gods (35:2, 4). She had longed 
inordinately for another son (30:1, 
24), but died when the son was born. 
Lord, keep us from the path of self-will. 


SHE DIED (35:18) March 24 

Jacob has come back to Bethel and 
is in the will of God. Immediately 
sorrow and suffering come into his 
life, and from now on through the 
rest of his life story there will be the 
record of afflictions that shall come to 
him. The Lord must send afflictions if 
we are to grow. An unsaved man, 
like Eliphaz the Temnite, may tell 
Job that “man is born unto trouble, 
as the sparks fly upward” (Job 5:7), 
but this is not so. Man is born to 
come into the will of God, and then 
to be conformed to the image of 
God’s Son (Rom. 8:29). The trouble, 
the adversity, the suffering, are but 
tools for the sculptor to reach the 
image that is within the block of 
marble, and to rub off the rough spots 
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with the friction of life. Another son 
was born, but the beloved Rachel 
died in bringing the child, and Jacob 
would live in tears to his dying day 


(48:7). Lord, bring out in us the 


image of Thy Son. 


JACOB SET UP A PILLAR (35:20) March 25 
God does not de-humanize us when 
we are saved, and the loves of this 
life will leave their mark upon us. To 
put away the cold body that has been 
the warm dwelling place of a great 
love is one of the sorest trials that 
faith can know while we walk this 
pilgrim way. But a short while be- 
fore Jacob had been occupied with 
setting up a pillar as a monument to 
the loving grace of God in meeting 
with him and revealing His will to 
him. Now he is occupied with setting 
up a pillar as a monument to the 
great sorrow of his heart. The two 
pillars stood not far from each other, 
geographically, and they are not far 
from each other spiritually. Faith can 
see God at the tomb of a loved one as 
well as at a ladder that shows angels 
descending from Heaven. The hand 
of the Lord is no less loving when it 
chastises than when it brings that 
which rejoices the heart. 
Lord, may we take all from 
Thee in grace. 
ISRAEL HEARD IT (35:22) March 26 
After the death of Rachel, Jacob 
is called Israel for the first time since 


the name was re-confirmed to him at 
Bethel. “Israel journeyed on. . .” 
“Israel dwelt in that land...” “Israel 
heard it .. .” It would have been bet- 
ter if Israel had been deaf than to 
have had to listen to such terrible 
news. His oldest son committed a 
monstrous sin, and because of it lost 
the birthright (Gen. 49:4). It is all 
the more striking that the order of 
the narrative is such that the birth of 
the twelfth son and the sin of the first 
son are put side by side. Benoni, “son 
of sorrow,” becomes Benjamin, “son 
of my right hand,” as though Israel 
were announcing prophetically that 
the first should be last and the last 
first (Mt. 19:30). The horrifying news 
would have been unbearable to Jacob, 
but it was Israel who heard it— heard 
it in the quietness and confidence that 
is the strength of the new life (Isa. 
30:15). Lord, may we take all 
bad news through Thee. 
THE SONS OF JACOB WERE TWELVE (35:22) 
March 27 
From one husband and four wives 
came the most fantastically diversified 
set of children in all human history. 
The professors of genetics could spend 
their lives trying to explain it. How 
could the children of two sisters by 
the same husband be so absolutely 
different? We can see the tremendous 
results of spiritual and psychological 
forces at work in the formation of the 
characters of these boys. At first 
Rachel, the true and beloved wife, 
had no children (30:1), and it seemed 
as though Leah’s conniving was pay- 
ing her large dividends. But in the 
Lord’s own time He gave Rachel two 
sons and these became three of the 
tribes while Reuben lost the birth- 
right. Leah produced two murderers 
and an incestuous fornicator. Nothing 
gained by sin is worth the price paid 
for it. We can safely trust our cause 
to the Lord who will work all things 
for righteousness and justice. 
Lord, may be learn to 
rest our cause in Thee. 


JACOB CAME UNTO ISAAC HIS FATHER 
UNTO MAMRE (35:27) March 28 


Fellowship between a father and a 
son can be one of the most wonderful 
experiences of life. By now Isaac had 
lived long enough to see the folly of 
his own planning and to realize that 
the blessing of God was upon his son 
Jacob. There must have been much 
to talk about as the two met and ex- 
changed the stories of God’s dealings 
with them throughout the thirty 
years of separation. Did Isaac remem- 
ber that he had said, thirty years 
before, that he was old and did not 
know the day of his death (27:2)? 
Did he recall all that had come from 
the folly of his desire for venison? 
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$n hope. We do have hope. It is “to- 
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on ESAU AND JACOB BURIED HIM (35:29) 

March 31 
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for a solemn moment to let their dif- 
ferences lie without discussion. There 
are promises for Esau that are as yet 
unfulfilled, for the Jew and the Arab 
shall yet be together as Abraham’s 
children. But here Esau was faced 
with perhaps his last opportunity of 
repentance and submission to the will 
of God. The fact that he departed 
immediately would seem to indicate 
that his heart was hard, and that his 
children’s hearts would grow harder 
for a thousand generations. 
Lord, melt us to the tenderness 
that should come with death. 


TO THE SAINTS 

(Continued from page 16) 
to “hear gladly.” It came in Christ. 
And now the incorrigible intellec- 
tuals were darkening counsel again 
with their philosophies, hiding God 
in words, and entangling truth in 
speculation. They were claiming a 
knowledge beyond knowledge, an 
understanding of God given in mystic 
revelation, not in a real and historic 
Christ, but in the ineffable experience 
of a chosen few. “Not yet are we 
able,” wrote one of these dangerous 
dreamers, “to open the eyes of the 
mind and to behold the beauty, the 
imperishable, inconceivable beauty, 
of the Good. For you will see it when 
you cannot say anything about it. 
For the knowledge of it is divine 
silence and annihilation of all the 
senses .. .” 

Such high-flown nonsense was not 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. But the 
danger was that the error found a 
basis in misapplied texts of Scripture. 
In the Old Testament “knowledge of 
God” is represented as the goal and 
end of human aspiration. “Let him 
that glorieth,” said Jeremiah, “glory 
in this, that he understandeth and 
knoweth me, that I am the Lord” 
(Jer. 9:24). It is not accident that in 
his Gospel and epistle John boldly 
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follows this theme. In both docu- 
ments the knowledge of God is set 
forth as an attainable blessing. Where 
John and the mystical heretics di- 
verged, was in their teaching on the 
manner of attainment. For the Gnos- 
tics, or their ancestors of John’s day, 
the knowledge of the Most High was 
a species of theosophy, divorced, as 
we have seen, from ethical religion, 
a mystical assurance denied to com- 
mon men. For the apostle, knowledge 
of God was the experience of His love 
in Christ, the prerogative of great 
and small, of wise and simple, and the 
return of that love in obedience and 
upright living (John 14:15-24). “The 
one who professes to abide in Him 
is bound to walk as He walked.” 
There is a debt of love, a binding 
obligation, and doctrine is tested by 
its fruit. So we prove the validity of 
religious experience. Unless that ex- 
perience involves a reorientation of 
the will, a setting of the affections in 
the direction of the moral excellence 
revealed perfectly in the Person of 
the Lord, it is no true experience of 
God, but a sham, a futile stirring of 
the emotions, self-exaltation, to a 
pose. 

So ends a section of the epistle. It 
deals mainly, as we have observed 
with a perversion of the Gospel, and 
lays down the rules by which true 
religious experience can be judged. 
In the midst of the section, and rele- 
vant to this theme, lies a passage 
(1:8-2:2) which reaffirms the Chris- 
tian teaching on sin and forgiveness, 
and does so, as Dodd remarks “in the 
native speech of primitive Christian- 
ity, formed out of its Jewish heri- 
tage.” It is easy to see why John was 
preserved alive until this latter day. 

END 
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Korean hospital who ders how a man 
with no legs can support a family . 
) THE OLD KOREAN WOMAN who sits in 


the bombed ruins of her home and stares at 
the shattered image of her family god . 



































We cannot say which one needs the Gospel 
most. We only know that in Korea there are 
thousands of others like these three — 
thousands who must hear of a Saviour 
who loved them and died for 

them — of a Heavenly 
Father who cares 
for ther 














LIKE AN EXTRAORDINARY PILGRIMS’ PROGRESS 


Famous Writings of BOREHAM 


NEVER BEFORE has the power of the Word on men 
been made so clear. In 110 thumbnail biographies 
of great Christians, Frank W. Boreham shows how 
the favorite Scripture text transformed each one. 


TEXTS THAT MADE HISTORY 

















FOR THOSE WHO LOVE 
THE OLD HYMNS... 


The rich voice of Miss Childs adds 
new depth, new warmth, new feel- 
ing to these hymns we love so well. 
Beautifully recorded by Singspira- 
tion, this recently released album 
includes these favorites: 

O For a Thousand Tongues (Hayden) 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

In the Secret of His Presence 

Near to the Heart of God © 

Shall I Empty Handed Be? 

More Like the Master 





LEE CHILDS 
Album complete, including tax, $3.94 formerly featured soloist on 
(78 RPM only) The Carnation Hour 


ETERNITY BOOK SERVICE, 1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 














Please send me. Ib of Lee Childs records @ $3.94 each album. 
Payment losed $ (Prepaid orders are sent postage paid). 
TERI, nn csossvsncsse 

(Please Print) 
ADDRESS............. 
CITY ZONE STATE 














Marcu 1953 


39 

















Speaking Engagements 


March 17, 18—AABIBC Meeting, Chi- 
cago, Ill; March 20—Christian Business 
Men‘s Committee, Lancaster, Penna.; 
March 27—Christian Business Men’s 
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LATIN AMERICA 

(Continued from page 13) 
healed. Thus you see several thousand 
little statues including mouths, 
tongues, livers, lungs, heads, breasts, 
feet, etc. and on through the male 
and female anatomy. There were 
comparatively few people in the 
church and those that were there 
seemed more indifferent than inter- 
ested. 

One of the most important works 
in Costa Rica is the language school 
that has been established there. 
Again it was the Presbyterian Board 
of Foreign Missions which had the 
foresight to put up the capital and 
furnish the leaders for this most im- 
portant work. Dr. and Mrs. Otho 
LaPorte were missionaries in the 
Philippines for many years. Taken 
prisoner by the Japanese they passed 
several years in concentration camps. 
When the LaPortes were released 
from prison and had had furlough 
for recuperation they were sent to 
San Jose, Costa Rica, and the lan- 
guage school was established. It now 
has one hundred and fifty pupils, all 
candidates for the mission field. I had 
the privilege of speaking to them on 
two different mornings and of having 
an hour of questions and answers on 
problems of mission work after I had 
preached. Among the one hundred 
and fifty are Southern Baptists, 
Northern Baptists, members of inde- 
pendent faith missions, Nazarenes, 
Mennonites, etc. 

Mrs. LaPorte is said to be the 
finest Spanish grammarian in Latin 
America and it is said that a mission- 
ary who has spent one year there is 
fully equipped to enter on missionary 
tasks while those who attempt to 
bypass the school learn the language 
in haphazard fashion and do not have 
the solid foundation necessary for a 
life work amidst the high culture of 
Latin America. The school is on a 
deeply spiritual basis. It is very good 
for the missionaries to learn in their 
first year abroad that their duty is 
not to duplicate on the flanks of the 
Andes mountains some church that 
they have left in the Mississippi Val- 
ley, but that they are to preach Chris- 
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tianity which may produce the pat- 
tern of a church totally different 
from that which was known in Penn- 
sylvania or Texas. 

On Friday evening all of the mis- 
sionaries and all of the students of 
the language school came together 
for an evening in which our three 
new motion pictures were shown and 
in which there was a concert of some 
of the music we brought with us. 

During all these days, of course, 
the main time was given to our 
prayer and conference period. With- 
out going into any details as to how 
these things are to be put into prac- 
tical execution, it was decided that 
Portable Church Services would be 
of great value in Spanish and that the 
Latin America Mission would test 
out the program in sixty different 
communities as soon as they could 
be prepared. Various radio stations 
are going to proceed at once to record 
sermons by leading Latin American 
preachers. No Anglo-Saxon voices 
are to be used in the programs and 
I stressed the importance of using no 
Anglo-Saxon names. Americans are 
too much hated throughout the world 
to allow the offense of being an 
American to be added to the offense 
of the cross. Dr. Aldama who is a 
high-born Spaniard of magnificent 
education and who has stood for 
twenty-five years as a strong convert 
from the Roman Catholic priesthood 
has already recorded a half dozen of 
his sermons and is proceeding to en- 
list other fundamental ministers of 
Latin America in the preparation and 
recording of their sermons. The serv- 
ices will be put together in Costa 
Rica and should become available for 
any part of Latin America in little 
more than a year from now. 

More important than the decisions 
made was the fellowship and unity 
of spirit displayed in bringing to- 
gether men of many different missions 
and the oneness that was manifested. 
In all of the phases of this work both 
at the language school, in the radio 
network, and in the conference that 
we were holding, it seemed to me that 
here was the true ecumenical move- 
ment—not one of organization but 
one of organism. 

Mr. Marshburn had to fly off a day 
ahead of us as he was due home to 
preach the following Sunday, but Mr. 
Erickson and I left on Monday and 
flew to Manaqua, Nicaragua. There 
was a popular song “Manaqua, Nica- 
ragua is a wonderful place .. . ” but 
surely it was written by some song 
writer who was attracted by the sound 
of the name. For Manaqua, Nicaragua, 
is a terrible place. My heartfelt sym- 
pathy goes out to the missionaries 
who are called upon to work there. 
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’ Surely this is one more place of 
which we can sing “Where every 
prospect pleases and only man is 
vile.” But I am not sure even that 
every prospect pleases. The volcanoes 
that tower over the city are too men- 
acing. In the lower parts of this town 
we saw indescribable filth and scores 
of utterly naked children. Many of 
them had the prominent belly of mal- 
nutrition. The Northern Baptists have 
a very fine hospital and schools in 
this town. 

At night I preached with an inter- 
preter in the large church of the 
Central America Mission. In spite of 
the fact that it was Monday night 
there were about two hundred people 
present. Next door in a large resi- 
dence there is a small chapel to the 
Virgin Mary and as that day hap- 
pened to be a feast day, a special 
feast was being celebrated complete 
with firecrackers. The next day we 
flew on North stopping for an hour 
or two at Salvador and arriving in 
the afternoon at Guatemala City. 
Here we were met by Harold Van 
Broekhoven who had flown up a day 
or two before from our conference. 
He was a most gracious host and in 
spite of the fact that he was tremen- 
dously pressed with his burden of 
running a radio station with short 
help, he caused us to see all of the 
important points, both of missionary 
work and of the “sights” of the city. 
The Northern Presbyterians have a 
very fine hospital work there. Out of 
this mission work have grown some 
very solid churches. I preached in one 
whose young pastor had first gone 
to a section of Guatemala City, rented 
a room, started meetings, ultimately 
bought a plot of ground, built a 
church that will hold about 800 
people and had made the church self- 
supporting in every way. Here was a 
parish with hundreds of members 
carved entirely out of Roman Catholi- 
cism or skepticism. 

The Central America Mission estab- 
lished by Dr. C. I. Scofield, has a 
very fine Bible Institute in which we 
stayed. They have a very large rural 
work throughout the whole republic 
of Guatemala as well as in the neigh- 
boring republics. One of the most im- 
portant phases of their work is the 
radio station. Mr. VanBroekhoven 
pointed out to us on many a front 
door a paper stating “We are Roman 
Catholics. We do not wish to listen 
to Protestant propaganda.” But the 
radio can get behind every one of 
those doors and there are many evi- 
dences that the people are listening. 
One sees radio antennae over even 
the smallest cabins throughout the 
country and the Gospel is being 
heard in many places. 
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From foreign lands — 


Christians Are Looking To You 
—for help 


War shall we in America say when we stand before God 
and confess our knowledge of the awful need of our fellow 
Christians in foreign lands? 


Yes, there is call after call upon us—and the need is 
greater by far than we can supply. But how many of us 
really know the meaning of sacrificial giving? Yet that is the 
type of giving which God says He honors. 


Evangelical churches, pastors and other Christian workers 
in foreign lands labor under conditions of extreme depriva- 
tion. They have no place in this world to turn for aid except 
to us. Help us keep this aid flowing abroad to those whose 
very real needs have been investigated by the Editor of 
ETERNITY. We make no deduction from your gift. 
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EVANGELICAL AID pritavetenia 3, pa. 


(Gifts are deductible for income tax purposes) 
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We were driven to the former 
capital of the nation, the great city 
ruined in an earthquake. Here the 
glory of the Spanish conquerors was 
still evident in the vast monasteries 
and churches—the equal of many in 
Spain and all lying in magnificent 
ruins. From here we went on through 
very wild country to an Indian village. 
As we drove slowly into the com- 
munity (the roads would not permit 
more than ten miles an hour) some 
Indian women came to the gate and 
greeted the missionaries with joy. 
Here were true believers. We were 
invited into the garden where a half 
dozen Indian women were at work 
at their hand looms weaving the 
bright cloth for which Guatemala is 
famous. Once more I was struck with 
the great truth of the communion of 
the saints. If we had walked into 
this village as explorers or merchants, 
we would have been looked upon with 
cold eyes and distrust. As it was we 
were warmly greeted as fellow be- 
lievers and the little girls were de- 
lighted to walk before our cameras 
with large vessels on their heads like 
the women in Bible times, and 
“model” their brightest garments. 

Toward the end of the week we 
flew on to Mexico City where we 
were met by one of the workers of 
the Wycliffe Bible translators. Here 
is one of the great missions of the 
world. More than two hundred well- 
trained linguists are working in re- 
mote parts of Mexico reducing Indian 
languages to writing, translating the 
New Testament into these tongues, 
and founding assemblies of true be- 
lievers throughout the beautiful 
Mexican landscape. Wallace Erickson 
and I were able to motor to several 
of the neighboring cities and see 
some of the glorious sights of the 
country as well as to have fellowship 
with many missionaries. 

On the Friday noon we went into 
the Coffee Shop at the Prabo Hotel 


for our lunch. As we were talking 
two men came over to our table and 
one of them said, “Why this is Dr. 
Barnhouse. I had no idea you were 
in this part of the world.” Then he 
introduced himself as Tom Dunlap 
of the Burroughs Adding Machine 
Company, Mexican Branch. He told 
me that fourteen years before he had 
come into my Bible Class in New 
York and had asked my advice about 
becoming a foreign missionary. I had 
told him that if he could get himself 
connected with some large business 
enterprise doing work in Latin 
America he could be sent abroad with 
a good salary and in all his free time 
could be a missionary. He had fol- 
lowed that advice. He pointed out 
that when he speaks to men about 
Christ they listen much more readily 
than they will sometimes to those 
who are “professional” missionaries. 
He is associated with one of the Mexi- 
can churches and carries on excellent 
work for the Lord. 

On Sunday night at the headquar- 
ters building of the Wycliffe Bible 
translators there was a good meeting 
with about fifty or sixty missionaries 
present. There was a most interesting 
time of reports in which news from 
various fields was brought to us. I 
then preached to them and we had a 
time of fellowship together. 

On Monday night we were enter- 
tained for dinner at the Dunlaps and 
afterwards Mrs. Melva H. Todd came 
in with a remarkable piece of mis- 
sionary apparatus. Her husband was 
killed in an airplane accident two or 
three years ago. He had invented, 
however, a_ stereopticon machine 
which could be run by flashlight 
batteries. The organization which 
Mrs. Todd has continued now has a 
staff of several Mexican workers who 
make film strips. The artists draw 
all their pictures of Bible scenes with 
local backgrounds. The result is, as 
someone said, “These are good pic- 
tures because Christ is not a. Yankee.” 
Wallace Erickson took one of the 
boxes back to Chicago so that we can 
see if it will be possible to lower the 
cost of production. Here is an amaz- 
ing instrument because any mission- 
ary in the heart of the African jungle 
or in an Indian village can with the 
ordinary batteries of a flashlight 
throw a picture on the screen large 
and clear enough to be seen by as 
many as two hundred people. 

Christmas was now approaching 
and our time in Central America had 
come to an end. It was with great 
regret that I bade goodbye to Wal- 
lace Erickson and the good friends in 
Mexico and came on my way to 
preach in California before leaving 
for India. ENpD 
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ULTIMA THULE 

(Continued from page 11) 
lakes for fishing. These amazing 
people have lived for centuries in 
this land, with none of the things we 
consider essential. The story of the 
Eskimos would be a book in itself 
however, and I shall only mention 
them here. 

All these things fascinated and 
stimulated me. This was a strange 
and interesting place. What about the 
rest of the men? What were their 
feelings? How were they meeting the 
problems of this life of complete iso- 
lation, extremes of weather, and 


other such problems? These things 


were of great interest to me, but to 
some I found they were symbols of 
depression. They hated the sight of 
the snow, felt crushed by the isola- 
tion, and depressed by the darkness. 

Let me tell you something of the 
case of a man I shall call Bill, for 
that is my middle name, and but for 
God’s wondrous love, I should easily 
have been in his shoes. After he had 
reported to sick call several times for 
various reasons, I was convinced that 
he had no organic disease, but that 
he was carrying some mental burden. 
When he saw that I was genuinely 
interested in him, he told me his 
story. He was married and had two 
children, was deeply in debt, wor- 
ried about these and other problems, 
and going further into debt since his 
expenses now exceeded his income. 
He was depressed, sad, and weary. 
His face showed the tremendous 
strain and tension he felt. No human 
solution was possible it seemed for 
he was many thousands of miles from 
home. A pat on the back and a “Buck 
up ole man, everything will turn out 
all right!” was not the answer for 
him. 

I found he was a Christian, who 
truly believed in Jesus as his Saviour 
from sin! Ah, what a difference that 
makes! I told him then, that I knew 
of no human solution to his complex 
problems under the circumstances 
necessarily present, but that I did 
know Jesus Christ and this Jesus says 
to all who know Him, “Come unto me 
all ye that labor and are heavy laden 
and I will give you rest” (Mt. 11:28). 
How tremendously sweet and wel- 
come are these words to those who 
are laden with the cares and respon- 
sibilities of the world! Jesus wants 
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. . . to the Stony Brook plan of edu- 
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college preparatory program for 
boys from the seventh grade through 
high school, Stony Brook has recently 
added a new course in 


REMEDIAL READING 


which should be of interest to all 
parents of boys who have reading 
difficulties. A specialist now devotes 
almost full time to treating individual 
problems of each student. With skill 
and patient insight he uses specially 
designed equipment plus his own 
training to help boys conquer basic 
reading difficulties. Once good read- 
ing habits are acquired, a boy can 
apply these new skills to all his 
studies. The school is thereby fre- 
quently able to help the student over- 
come a serious handicap to future 
success. 
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to take these burdens under which 
we struggle. He wants to live in us, 
and be our life, and have us trust 
Him. He loves us with an infinite love 
manifested by His willingness to die 
for us. I think He must often yearn 
over his children such as Bill, and 
you and me as He did when He 
looked upon Jerusalem and wept over 
it. He wanted to fold them under his 
care as a hen does her brood, but 
they (and we) would not. 

At Thule recreation as the world 
knows it is limited. In general, the 
work load is not excessive, and the 
men have considerable free time to 
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ALL EXPENSE— 


WORRY-FREE TRIP 

This includes Cabin Class on trans-Atlantic 
steamer, Ist class . all sig % 
transfers, excellent meals throughout, and 
all gratuities except ship-board. All needs 
are arranged for—friendly helpful guides at 
all points. 


TWO GREAT TRIPS 

31 Day Easter . . $1252 

49 Day Summer . $1622 
Both trips are via Europe, with sightseeing 
in Paris, Rome and also Cairo. The summer 
trip includes a more extensive trip in 
Europe. Trans-Atlantic air crossing can be 
arranged to reduce number of days if needed. 


IN EGYPT 

You will be taken to the Pyramids and the 
Sphynx and to the famous Cairo Museum, 
with time to brouse thru the renowned 
Bazaars. 


WALK IN HIS FOOTSTEP IN 


THE HOLY LAND 

Follow the Savior’s Life from the Manger 
of Bethlehem to Calvary and the scene of 
the Resurrection. Visit the Mount of Olives, 
Bethany, Gethsemane, the old city wall as it 
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SATISFY THE LONGING OF 
A LIFETIME— VISIT THE SCENES 
OF THE SAVIOR’S LIFE 


Haven’t you often longed to see the actual places 
that have become so dear to us through the scrip- 
tural account of Jesus’ life, travels, miracles, death, 
and resurrection? Few spots in this world have 
changed so little in 1900 years and many of these 
changes are the unfolding of God’s prophesized plan. 
Now under the guidance of Bible Students and 
arrangements made by travel experts, this worry- 
free, all-expense trip is available to you within the 
limits of your time and resources. 


existed in the time of Christ, the Inn of the 
Good Samaritan and Shepherd’s Field. Then 
go on to Tiberias, Cana, Capharnum, the 
Mount of Beatitudes and the scores of other 
places that have meant so much to you 
through all your years of Bible reading. 


CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

One of the most cherished memories of this 
trip will be friendships you will make—see- 
ing these places of significance with those 
who feel about them as you do. 


SEND NOW FOR DETAILS 


The “Trip of a Lifetime” cannot be described 
in such small space. Details of the luxurious 
steamers, comfortable stat 8, bl 
guides, and the answer to your every ques- 
tion will be supplied if you will send in 
the coupon or drop us a note. The size of 
each of these parties must be limited. Act 
now so you will not be disappointed. 
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spend as they choose. Herein is 
illustrated one of the deep and 
fundamental truths of God’s plan for 
men. God gave man a free will to 
choose what path he would follow. 
He is free to choose his own vocation, 
his own wife, his residence, his 
friends. He can choose his own read- 
ing material, the type of recreation 
he desires, the thoughts with which 
he fills his mind, and so on. In the 
final analysis he chooses whom he 
will serve, whether it be the Lord 
Jesus Christ, or sin; for “ye cannot 
serve God and mammon.” You must 
make a choice. At Thule, this prin- 
-ciple is even more evident, for the 
variety of choice is of course, neces- 
sarily more limited. 

Many men chose to spend their 
leisure time at the movies and at the 
liquor bar. Work, drink, sleep, work, 
movies, drink, sleep—day after day. 
For reading material they chose the 
currently popular pocket books of 
sex and murder and thus filling their 
minds, they had no time for Christ. 
God’s Word says “they that plow 
iniquity and sow wickedness, reap the 
same” (Job 4:8). “Be not deceived, 
God is not mocked, for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap. 
For he that soweth to his flesh shall 
of the flesh reap corruption; but he 
that soweth to the Spirit shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlasting” (Gal. 
6:7). These men were sowing to the 
flesh and were reaping minds and 
hearts full of uncleanness, swearing, 
sex, and every evil thought. “For 
from within, out of the heart of men 
proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, for- 
nications, murders, thefts . . . wicked- 
ness, deceit . . . pride, foolishness: all 
these evil things come from within, 
and defile the man” (Mk. 7:18-23). 
So you see, it was not Thule, or the 
environment, but their own hearts! 
And it is within the heart, that God 
must work His work of redemption. 
We must be born again, translated, 
and made completely new creatures 
in Christ. 

Just as in any place else in the 
world, at Thule also, you can choose 
to fill your spare time with wholesome 
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From the men who produced “Mr. Texas,” the world’s greatest soul winning film 


comes an even greater Christian motion picture experience 
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of one man’s experience with his God .. climaxed 

as the skies turn red from the flames of a city’s 
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Preachers! Sunday School Teachers! Bible Students! 


HERE’S YOUR CHANCE! 


Here’s your opportunity to study the Bible with the famous and beloved 
Bible teacher. Dr. H. A. Ironside. Dr. Ironside is well known to ETERNITY 
readers for his wonderful sermons and articles. He was for 18 years the pastor 
of Moody Church, Chicago. He was known the world over as a devout student 
of the Word of God. a giant among men: simple and direct: warm and 
delightful in the retelling of his personal experiences. 


These studies straight through the New Testament will give you a clearer 
understanding than you have ever had before. Dr. Ironside does not speculate; 
he draws from many. many Scriptures. Your eyes will be opened to many 
wonderful truths of the Bible which you have never seen before. This is not dry 
and barren theology; this is vibrant and important teaching for every-day living. 
Preachers will find a wealth of suggestion for sermon subjects and illustrations. 
Sunday School teachers will find answers to many questions. unusual helps 
for their lessons. 


Highly Recommended 


“Single and profound, biblical and theologically sound, gelical, heart- 
searching”’—The OTTERBEIN 

“Makes transcendant truth understood by the average reader”—The KING’s 
BUSINESS 





HERE’S WHAT YOU GET: 


Each volume is beautifully bound in dark scarlet cloth. stamped in gold: 
a lovely library edition. will give years of wear. The type is large and clear. 
Many Scriptures printed in full for your ready reference. 
Matthew, 407 pages, $3.50 
Mark, 251 pages, $3.00 
Luke, 723 pages, 1 volume, $4.50 
John, 892 pages, 1 volume, $4.50 
Acts, 651 pages, $4.00 
Romans, 176 pages, $1.75 
First Corinthians, 564 pages, $3.50 
S d Corinthi 292 pages, $2.25 
Galatians, 235 pages, $2.00 
Ephesians, 341 pages, $2.50 


HERE’S HOW TO GET THIS SET 


Don’t invest a whole lot of money at once! Our plan is to send you one 
book a month. All you buy is one book a month. No extra charges. Nothing 
to do. Nothing to promise. Just pay for edch book after it arrives at your home. 
You'll be amazed at how simple this plan is: how easy it is to buy them, just 
one volume at a time. as they come to your home. { 


FREE! 


Get Free Copy of 
Life of Dr. lronside! 

As a special free 
gift, you will receive, 
absolutely free, with- 
out any cost or obliga- 
tion to you, a copy of 
the huge, 365-puge 
life of Dr. tronside, 
“Ordained of the 
lord,” by E. Schyler 
English. This $3.00 
book is FREE with your 
first book. 


Philippians, 126 pages, $1.25 
Colossians, 186 pages, $2.00 
Ist & 2nd Thessalonians, 121 pages, $1.50 
ba Titus, and Philemon, 288 pages, 


Hebrews and Titus, 274 pages, $1.75 
James and Peter, 166 pages, $2.00 

John and Jude, 296 pages, $2.50 
Revelation, with chert 366 pages, $2.50 








Don’t miss the clear Bible teaching, the warm 
inspiration, the answer to your questions, the 
constant source of blessing, this daily coun- 
sellor and guide in your home. 


RUSH COUPON NOW! 














Tidings Bible and Book Store, Dept. E 
Wilson, North Carolina 


Yes, I want to receive a volume of Dr. 
Ironside’s exposition of the New Testament 
each month. I understand I will receive 
absolutely free his biography, Ordained of 
the Lord, with the first book you send me. 
Send me the first book on Matthew, with 
your invoice for $3.50 (plus sales tax if I 
live in North Carolina). I will remit in 
ten days. You will send me one book of 
the set each month until the entire set of 
18 books is received. I will pay within 10 
days after I receive each book. I may by 
writing you at least 10 days ahead of 
time, stop the coming of any of Dr. Iron- 
side’s books which I already own, or may 
cancel my contract by your consent only, 
in case of disability or loss of position. 
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recreation, study of God’s” Word, 
profitable hobbies, and attendance at 
the various Christian meetings. There 
is plenty of recreation although it 
may not be exactly what we would 
find in our homes in the United 
States. Many continued to improve 
themselves in their hobbies or part- 
time business interests. One of the 
men who had done some deep sea 
diving, developed and was perfecting 
a new piece of equipment for his 
diving gear. Many derived consider- 
able pleasure from photography. For 
literature you may choose to read the 
unsearchable riches of God’s Word, 
and see unfolded the wondrous plan 
that God has devised for men. A 
marvelous wonderful plan that only 
an infinite God, in infinite love and 
wisdom could have conceived. Imag- 
ine!—a plan in which God made pro- 
vision for Christ to live in us and be 
our life and for our bodies to be 
actually the temple of the Holy Spirit. 
A plan in which He is our peace, our 
joy, our love—and for us to live is 
Christ. Amazing! and yet, we can still 
choose to reject Him. Each of us must 
make this choice, to accept or reject 
God’s Saviour. 

Both ways are open to the men at 
Thule. The men who chose to turn 
away from the Lord, and to withdraw 
into the spiritual darkness of filthy 
literature (instead of the Word of 
God), wicked thoughts, and liquor 
were “sweating it out” till time to 
rotate back into the United States, 
and their lives bore witness to the 
fruits of the flesh. Others chose to fol- 
low Christ, spending time in His 
Word, in prayer, in wholesome recre- 
ation, and in fellowship with other 
Christians. What a difference! 

Words are inadequate to convey 
the magnitude of the contrast! The 
difference is Jesus Christ. If I did 
not know Christ, I should be in the 
first group without any question. 
How I praise Him that I can answer 
the question put by Joshua to the men 
of Israel as he did: “Choose ye this 
day whom ye will serve . . . as for 





“The Seven Sayings 


on the Cross” 
Here is something new. Just 
the thing for those pre-Easter 
sermons, 
Price 15 cents 


Get all 34 of Humberd’s books 
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Humberd Press BoxE Flora, Ind. 
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me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord.” 

The isolation was one of the main 
complaints at Thule and one of the 
standard jokes was “Let’s go into 
town today.” Thule is isolated, but 
not the Christian who stays there! 
The Christian is never isolated for 
Jesus Christ lives in him and says 
“T will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee” (Heb. 12:5). David said that 
he saw the Lord always before his 
face (Acts 2:25). If the omnipotent 
Christ of God lives in your heart, it 
makes no difference where you are, 
or what the circumstances are. With- 
out Christ, adverse circumstances are 
crushing, with Him they are the op- 
portunity to live by faith and receive 
the blessings He confers on those 
who love and trust Him! How com- 
forting this is to those who are 
“weak,” for his strength is made per- 
fect in weakness (2 Cor. 12:9). Look 
at Paul and the strength that he 
knew: “I have learned in whatsoever 
state I am, therewith to be content” 
(Phil. 4:11). How could he say such 
a thing in the presence of the terrible 
persecutions he endured? Just one 
reason—he knew Jesus Christ. Jesus 
will supply all our needs from His 
riches in glory. There is no problem 
that he has not met, no place He does 
not go with us, no darkness that he 
does not illuminate. The world was 
made by Him, and for Him, and He 
is the head of all things. Christian, 
we are complete in Him! We need 
nothing more. This is true in Thule, 
and it is true in Korea, and it is true 
in all the world, and in eternity. 

One chap I talked with expressed 
the feeling that Christianity would 
tie him down, restrain his activity, 
and take away his “fun.” This is a 
most common misconception the 
world over and much of the basis 
for it is to be found in the defeated 
lives that professing Christians dis- 
play to the world. The people of the 
world cannot see God, but they can 
see you! We who are Christians are 
“ambassadors for Christ, a peculiar 
people.” The most persuasive and 
tangible evidence of God’s love is to 
be found in a spirit-filled Christian. 
This chap knew the fundamentals of 
the plan of salvation, but felt the 
world offered him more than did 
Christ. Moses had this choice to make 
when in Pharaoh’s court. He chose 
to “suffer affliction with the people 
of God, rather than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a season” (Heb. 
11;25). The real fallacy in this think- 
ing is to believe that to know Christ 
is a restrictive, joyless life. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. To 
know Jesus is a wonderful, thrilling, 
joyous experience that leaves your 
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heart warm and your conscience 
clean and fresh. It is real joy, the 
kind that lasts and is unscathed by 
adverse circumstances and_ inde- 
pendent nebulous possessions or 
material wealth. Christ not only offers 
us eternal life in Heaven in the 
future, but a completely satisfying, 
joyful, full life now. A life that truly 
expresses the words “exceedingly 
abundantly above all we could ask 
or think” (Eph. 3:20). 

There is ample opportunity to know 
Christ at Thule. There are the regu- 
lar church services on Sunday, plus 
a fine Bible study class led by a 
Lutheran chaplain on Wednesday 
nights (civilian), plus a Bible study 
that I held for the men of my squad- 
ron once a week. Although most of 
my men chose to do something else 
such as read a pulp book, go to the 
movie, or just waste time, several 
came regularly for study of the Word 
together. We studied to see what God 
said. The Word is quick and powerful 
and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, and God will use such study 
to His glory. 

Summing it all up then for the men 
at Thule, and for you who read this 
article, I can say with all my heart, 
that the answer to all of your prob- 
lems and the secret of life itself—is 
Jesus Christ. The darkness, the iso- 
lation, the depression—in Christ all 
these things vanish. How can people 
reject a Saviour like this! How shall 
we escape if we neglect so great sal- 
vation! Look at what God’s Word says 
about Jesus. He is gone into Heaven 
and is on the right hand of God, 
angels and authorities and powers 
being made subject to Him. He is the 
brightness of His (the Father’s) glory 
and the express image of His person. 
God the Father says to Christ: “Thy 
throne O God is for ever and ever.” 
All power is given unto Me (Christ) 
in Heaven and in earth... in whom 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge .. . neither is there 
salvation in any other for there is 
none other name under Heaven given 
among men whereby we must be 
saved. At the name of Jesus every 
knee shall bow .. . and every tongue 
shall confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord. He (Jesus) is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn of every 
creature, for by Him were all things 
created, that are in Heaven, and that 
are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones or dominions 
or principalities, or powers—ALL 
things were created by Him and for 
Him, and He is before all things and 
by Him all things consist . . .! 

This then, is the “Gospel at Thule” 


END 


_—Jesus Christ. 
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When I trusted 
Christ as my Saviour- 
Messiah, my family dis- 
owned me.” This is the tes- 
timony of many newly-saved 
Jewish Christians, 










Many of these converted Jews, many 
Jewish displaced persons, orphaned 
Jewish children, widows and others of 
God’s chosen people in Israel, Germany, 
France, Belgium, Poland, England and 
the United States are in desperate need 
i of material help. More important even 
than their physical need, is their need 
for spiritual strengthening and 
encouragement in their distress. 









MISSIONARY AND 
RELIEF MINISTRY 





Tue FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
‘was born of the conviction that 
Christians had a sacred obligation to 
proclaim Christ to His own people, the 
Jews, and to minister to the urgent ma- 
terial needs of Jewish refugees and out- 
casts. Often such help has saved a Jewish 
family from complete despair and opened 
their hearts to the Gospel. 


We invite you to share the blessings that 








have come to us through this ministry. 
Will you give THE FRIENDS OF 
ISRAEL your prayerful support? 





FREE! Read thrilling reports of 
Jewish evangelism in our maga- 
zine ISRAEL MY GLORY. 
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An Africa Inland missionary 
writes as follows: 

*‘Do you think it would be possi- 
ble to get some of the Tape Record- 
ings that Dr. Barnhouse has made? 
We are three on Todro station and 
our nearest neighbor is fifty miles 
away. Sometimes it gets lonely and 
to be able to enjoy one of the services 
would be something greatly desired. 
I have a Webcor Tape Recorder with 
two speeds.’’ 

We have available a whole series 
of Bible studies on tape which could 
be sent to this missionary but it is 
impossible to fill this request and 
others because of the expense in- 
volved. If some of God’s people 
would care to donate toward a mis- 
sionary fund to send tape recordings 
to missionaries on the field who have 
tape recorders, we should be glad 
to handle these requests at cost 
without any profit to us. 

All donations to this cause should 
be sent to: 

Missionary Tapes 
1716 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 

A receipt will be sent for income 

tax purposes. 











Going, going... 


BOUND VOLUMES 
of Eternity—1952 


A limited supply of bound vol- 
umes of the 1952 issues of 
Eternity is still available. All 
twelve issues are beautifully 
bound in handsome red buck- 
ram and lettered in gold (com- 
pletely indexed for the entire 
year). Excellent for reference 
and inspirational use. 


Useful, 
Attractive, $6.00 
each 


Low Cost Postpaid 


Send your order with remittance to 
CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT 


1716 Street 
ETERNITY phitcdsipnia 3, Pe. 


Price 











CONSISTENT LIVING 


(Continued from paye 8) 
Him and He is more ready to give 


. than we are to receive. It is the incon- 


sistencies and the disobedience in our 
lives that make it impossible for Him 
so often to answer as He otherwise 
would, and as we so earnestly desire. 
Unconfessed sin and sin that is not 
repented of and put away is always a 
barrier which prevents the prayers of 
God’s people from being answered. 
God can do great things in and on 
behalf only of those whose lives are 
wholly given to Him and who are 
seeking to put Him first in all things 
by implicit obedience. 

Daily Guidance. “And the Lord 
will guide thee continually.” One of 
the most needed lessons in these com- 
plex days in which we are living is 
that of receiving the guidance of the 
Lord in all the affairs of our lives day 
by day. Here is the promise of it. Here 
again also we need to remind our- 
selves that mental reservations and 
unwillingness to go all the way with 
the Lord are often the main reasons 
that clear guidance is not granted. 
Often we ask the Lord to lead us in 
the way which we want to take and 
practically ask Him to confirm our 
own selfish desires. While we are sin- 
cere in desiring to know His will for 
us, it is with the reservation that if 
His leading does not fit in with our 
own plans, we shall find some excuse 
or alibi for not accepting His guid- 
ance. Under those conditions it is not 
at all surprising that our prayers re- 
main unanswered. Of one thing we 
can be certain—anxious as we may be 
to follow the will of the Lord, we can- 
not be as eager to do His will as He 
is for us to do it; that being the case. 
as we are sincere in our desire and 
surrendered to Him in our wills, we 
can be sure that He will make His 
way plain for us day by day and will 
not permit us to travel the wrong path 
or to make a mistake through ignor- 
ance. 


Refreshment of Spirit. “And satisfy 
thy soul in dry places, and make 
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Every progressive church should use 
Winters’ De Luxe Bulletin Board. 
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strong thy bones.” The Lord has 
never promised to lead His people in 
pleasant places at all times, but He 
has definitely promised to make 
ample provision for all their needs 
even when the surroundings are diffi- 
cult and barren as the desert itself. 
As Christ Jesus warned His disciples: 
“In the world ye shall have tribula- 
tion: but be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world” (John 16:33). 
Amid the strain of life today, it is a 
great secret to know the source of 
daily refreshment of spirit to enable 
and to sustain in the face of heavy 
burdens and stern opposition. The 
Lord did not offer to remove the 
“thorn in the flesh” which was such a 
cause of grief to Paul, but He did the 
greater thing of enabling His apostle 
to carry on and gain the victory over 
it as His strength was made perfect 
in Paul’s weakness. The true Chris- 
tian life is victorious living under im- 
possible circumstances. Just as the 
palms in an oasis in the desert draw 
their nourishment from the hidden 
springs of underground streams and 
thus are able to flourish in the midst 
of the sandy wastes, so the soul that 
is satisfied by the Lord Himself is 
enabled thereby to flourish under cir- 
cumstances of the greatest difficulty 
and discouragement. 


Beauty and a Blessing to Others. “And 
thou shalt be like a watered garden, 
and like a spring of water, whose 
waters fail not.” The concluding 
phrase of this description of the fruits 
of consistent living gives us the pic- 
ture of a well-watered garden and a 
bubbling spring of living water; a 
thing of beauty and one which affords 
both refreshment and encouragement 
and life to others. It is the description 
of one whose life is used of God in all 
places and under all circumstances to 
bring blessing and inspiration to the 
needy and the thirsty and the dis- 
couraged. Such is God’s plan and such 
is God’s provision and promise to all 
who are ready to live, not upon the 
low plane of external religion and 
outward observance but in the pres- 
ence of, in dependence upon, and in 
obedience to the Lord Himself in all 
things. Only thus is the way opened 
for His Holy Spirit so to carry on His 
gracious ministry in their hearts that 
these results which we have been con- 
sidering as beautiful possibilities may 
become glorious realities. 





be extremely difficult. 





Would you like to be OUTNUMBERED 700,000 to 4? 


That’s the missionary situation in Libya today. Other North African countries 
are no better. Even without the odds, the task of evangelizing Moslems would 


Will you pray for us and help us as God lays it upon your heart? 


NORTH AFRICA MISSION .~ 11716 spruce street + Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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Reprinted from TIME, 
December 17, 1951. 


GREAT SERMONS ON TAPE 


“Dwight L. Moody will preach on 
Sunday morning to a group of lum- 
berjacks in upper Michigan. Martin 
Luther will preach on Sunday after- 
noon in a schoolhouse in the moun- 
tains of Virginia. Charles Wesley will 
preach twice next Sunday, repeating 
the same service, in the state peni- 
tentiary in California. Dr. R. A. 
Torrey, the famous Presbyterian 
preacher, will speak next Sunday in 
the parlor of John Farmer, R.F.D. 6, 
Pea Creek, North Fork, Ozark 
County, Ark., at 11 a.m.” 


To make such a preaching calendar 
come true is the ambition of Donald 
Grey Barnhouse, the bustling pastor 
of Philadelphia’s Tenth Presbyterian 
Church. It does not matter to him that 
these illustrious preachers are all dead 
or that some of their audiences may 
number no more than 15 people. The 
trick will be turned by a spool of 
plastic tape and a standard 110-volt 
light socket. To distribute what he 
calls Portable Church Services, Barn- 
house has turned to the tape recorder. 


Vividness & Timbre. The idea 
came to him more than three years 
ago, when he heard a home mission- 
ary say that there are 30,000 Prot- 
estant church buildings in the U. S. 
in which no regular services are 
conducted. At first Barnhouse could 
not believe it, but he found that the 
figure was close to right—and that 
thousands of other small communi- 
ties have no church buildings what- 
ever. The radio sermon was one 
answer (Barnhouse’s own sermons 
are broadcast over 40 stations in 22 
states). Then he thought of tape tran- 
scriptions,‘ with organ music, hymns 
with the listeners joining in, prayers 
and a rousing good sermon written by 
one of the great preachers of the ages 
and delivered in a voice to do it 
justice. 


Barnhouse outlined the idea to 
his congregation, which immediately 
voted him $5,000 to go to work. He 
set up a non-profit corporation known 
as the Evangelical Foundation, and 
began experimenting with tape, play- 
backs and voices of the proper com- 
bination of vividness and ministerial 
timbre. 


So far, Barnhouse has spent $28,000 
experimenting with the scheme, try- 
ing out his recordings on 75 audi- 
ences. Under an easy-credit plan, he 
intends to supply 33-lb. play-back 
machines and hour-long recorded 
services to hospitals, ships and hous- 
ing projects, as well as to churches 
without regular pastors. 


If you would like to know more 
about Portable Church Services, just 
check the coupon in the accompany- 
ing advertisement. Many churches and 
pastorless communities lack even the 
funds for this modestly priced service. 
Does God lay it upon your heart to 
share in this home mission work? 
Send your gifts to PORTABLE 
CHURCH SERVICES, 1716 Spruce 
Street, Philadelphia 3, Penna. 





IN YOUR OWN HOME! 
IN YOUR OWN STUDY GROUP! 


Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Dr. Walter L. Wilson 
Rev. Ralph L. Keiper 


and others 





ON TAPE 


Think of it! You can study under these outstanding Bible teachers— 
regularly—and right in your own home or Bible study class. Two 
complete half-hour studies are recorded on each reel of tape (334” 
per second speed). 


EASY TO USE 


If you already own or have access to a tape playing machine you 
know how easy it is to use these high fidelity tape recordings. If you 
do not have a machine we will rent one to you with complete instruc- 
tions for its use. 


LOW IN COST 


Only $3.50 per reel—for your use over a 2-week period. Remember, 
there are 2 complete half-hour studies on each reel. 

The play-back machine rents for only $2.00 per week (plus shipping 
charges) with this added feature—all rental money paid by you is 
applied against the final price of $120.00 for the machine. Thus rental 
for 60 continuous weeks gives you title to the machine automatically. 


However, to make this offer particularly attractive to you before or 
during the first 13 weeks of rental, you may buy the play-back machine 
from us for only $100.00 f.o.b. Philadelphia. And all rental money paid 
by you during the first 13 weeks will be credited against the $100.00 price. 


SAMPLE TITLES OF BIBLE STUDIES 
(Order them by number) 


1008—God’s Remedy For Man’s Ruin 
The Righteousness of God 


1026—The Timing of God 
What Is the End of the Age? 





2001—A Reason Why I Believe the Bible 
Fulfilled Prophecies 


Play-back machine. Takes up to 
7” reel. Operates at 3%” per 
. second on standard 110 volt 
2501—Salvation to the Uttermost AC corvent. Suet plug in ond 


Grace turn it on. 


For further information, clip this coupon or write to: 


PORTABLE CHURCH SERVICES 
TAPE DUPLICATION, 1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


editing, and other Please send complete information: 


tape services avail- | () About Bible Studies available to me. 
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cost, using the best CO | am interested in tape duplication, editing, ete. 
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THE BIBLE that will Surprise You! 


Reveals Spiritual Weaning of \erses 


55 FEATURES... 


Hives Desired Intormation More Quickly 


7 GREAT DEPARTMENTS MAKE— 


THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE 


Truly a Bible PLUS a Biblical Library 
in ONE Volume 


EDITED BY REV. F. C. THOMPSON, D.D., PH. D. 


READ WHAT OTHERS SAY: 


Justice Glenn Terrell, Former Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Florida: ‘The inscription over the 
entrance of the Library of the Florida State College 
for Women in Tallahassee, Hay is: 
‘The Half of Knowledge a Know Where to 
ge.” 

The New Chain Reference Bible is ‘Where’ to find 
the fullest spiritual truths and to gain the most com- 
plete knowledge of the Bible in the easiest way. For 
the past two years I have used the New Chain Refer- 
ence Bible and I have found it the best of them all.” 
Dr. Harry Rimmer: “I feel that no student should 
be without this ——_ aid to Bible study and in- 
struction.” The Late Dr. Walter A. Maier: “I use the 
New Chain Teotewenes Bible with eS delight 


market today. I wish that every reader of the Bible 
and every student of the Bible had a copy of this 
unusually helpful Bible.” Dr. Charles E. Fuller: “I 
wish every preacher and teacher of the Word had a 
copy of this most usable and logical reference work.” 
Dr. J. A. Huffman: “I have never seen so much 
splendid help crowded into a single volume of the 
Bible.” The Late Dr. J. B. Tidwell: ‘“‘The New Chain 
Reference Bible is the best yet. It has more helps 
than any other Bible.” Dr. Leander S. Keyser: “The 
New Chain Reference Bible is a treasure-house of 
useful information. Surely, this is the Bible that 
ought to be in every home.” Dr. Framer Smith: 
“I find that it surpasses them all for real practical 
helps. To anyone desiring a better knowledge of the 
Scriptures I would say, examine this work before 


and would not be without it.” 

“This is to testify that I have used the Thompson 
Chain Reference Bible for several years in my study 
of the Bible. 


I believe it ia the very best on the 


buying any other Bible.” Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.: ‘I 
wish I could influence every Christian to purchase 
one of these Bibles.” 


Rapidty Replacing Other Bibles —Has So Many More New Helps! 
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34. Bible Stories for Children. A list of 56 stories to be 
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The Revised Version is given in the wide 
margin opposite the verses, wherever an im- 
portant difference in meaning occurs. 


Be Fair to Yourself! 
See this special Bible with its un- 
equaled practical helps before you 
buy any Bible—or you may regret 
it as others have. Ask your pastor 
about it. No other Bible is so high- 
ly praised by so many renowned 

Bible Students. 
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for this 
big FREE 
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B. B. KIRKBRIDE BIBLE CO. 
Dept. E-3711, K. of P. Bldg. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

(C0 Without cost or obligation to me, send 
a copy of the big illustrated book, “A New 
Bible for a New Day,” and full particulars 
concerning the Third Improved Edition of 
your New Chain Reference Bible. 


(0 Send your special terms to Representa- 
ves. 
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